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FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Make a Joyful Noise! 
 

 A family with three kids came to visit me this summer. Their joyful shouts as they 

jumped in the pool made me so happy!  Their joyful noises were infectious. “First Inversion” is 

a chorus that Jesse sang with before COVID. They had their first “masked” concert this spring 

and as I let the melody wash over me, my eyes filled with tears.  It was heavenly to hear live 

choral music again.  I was stunned at how beautiful it sounded even with masks. It was a joyful 

noise!  

Last Saturday Jay and I walked to a waterfall we had visited last year and with all of the 

rain the falls were madly rushing creating a fine mist that baptized those who dared to approach 

with tiny droplets of blessing.  The rush of that water over the falls was a joyful noise.  

“It’s a girl” were the three words that brought me more joy than I could ever have 

imagined after I gave birth to my first child.  Just a few tiny words that represent a monumental 

change in life can fill you with incredible joy! 

Sometimes joyful noises come when you are surprised. I remember the squeal of joy that 

burst forth from my friend when so many people jumped out from their hiding places yelling 

“Surprise!”   

Sometimes joyful noises come when you are relieved: the “Oh thank God!” uttered as 

you regain control of your car after breaking and nearly hitting a deer.   

There are so many joyful noises in this world. Come and help us to make a joyful noise to 

God on Sunday September 12 as we celebrate Rally Day.  

Joins us as our worship service returns to 10:30, as Sunday school begins, and as we start 

choir!  Yes, it will be different. We will be singing in masks. We will be keeping three feet 

social distance, but we will be together!  Come make a joyful noise with your church family!  

Alleluia! Amen! 

 
Peace, 

Dawn  

 

 



 
 

 
Message From Our Moderator 

 

September Is The Start of Something New 

 

September marks the start of new beginnings – like a new school year. September serves as a reset. It’s a new 

month with a new schedule as we close out the last days of summer weather and the days begin to get shorter.  

We all have emotions associated with September and new beginnings. This may not be exactly the “return to 

normal” we were expecting, but it’s the September we are getting. Many are feeling anxious, frustrated, fearful, 

happy, relieved, confused and/or tired. The last two years have been laden with emotions and we just want a 

break from it all. That is why you need to find a way to start something new that will give you hope and peace.  

Sometimes the emotions that come with change seem hard to control. But you can control how you think about 

change. You can either look at it as the end of something or the beginning of something. I prefer to look at it as 

a beginning which gives me the chance to do it better! I am starting this September with a clean slate. One I 

plan to fill with positive, self-nourishing emotions. I’m going to leave behind the negativity, and things that no 

longer bring me joy.   

As you arrive at September, choose to look at it as an opportunity to continue as the loving, compassionate, 

welcoming person you are and can be.   

Let’s choose empathy. Let’s choose to be patient, tolerant and accepting of new ideas. We can help each other 

as we welcome this new phase of our spiritual journey.   

 

Hannah Morgan 

Church Moderator 

 

Please Wear a Mask for Worship and Sunday School Until Further Notice 

 

 

 

Weathervane Deadline for October issue is Sept. 15th. 
 

Get Your Flu Shots 

It is recommended that anyone 65 and over get their flu shots before mid-September.  Don’t let COVID 

and all of the focus on vaccines prevent you from receiving your flu shot!  



 

 

Prayer List 
Ancy & Kira (Fred Henry’s friend); Steve Beck (Heidi Schwarz’s brother); Keith Blaker; Brad Bliss; 

Marjorie Case; Cheryl (Jennifer Maxfield’s sister-in-law); Judy Clark (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ and Elaine 

Hilton’s friend); Cathy Coots; Bob DeSantis (Dorice & Don Raw, Sr.’s friend); Betsy Dresser; Julie English 

(Janet & Kim Tenreiro’s friend); Brian Fuscaldo (Mara Huberlie’s nephew); Bob Graumann (Don DeSmith’s 

friend); Carin Herren; Peter Ingalls (Jean Ingall’s son); Jim and Carolyn (Amy Ogden’s friends); Jim & 

Melody (Don & Marilyn DeSmith’s friends); Jim Kolesar (George & Carin Herren’s friend); Sue 

Kotalik; Michelle List (JoAnn Reed’s friend); Loren (Jack Radley’s friend); Lynn (Joan Ryan’s friend); 

Eileen McCarthy (Carla DeMeco & Betsy Dresser’s friend); Donald Morgan (George Herren’s friend); Liz 

Nelson (Kathy Ward’s friend); Norman (Jennifer Maxfield’s uncle); Chris Pritchard (Rick, Cindy Mullen & 

George Herren’s friend); Jack Radley; Don Raw, Sr.; Richard Reimers (Rhonda Nyerges’ uncle); Sara (Jack 

Radley’s granddaughter); Smith/Dworetsky Family (Okke & Kathy Postma’s friends); Pat Smith; Dr. Steven 

Smith & Family (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ friends); Sara Szrama (Sally Mueller’s granddaughter); Gordon 

Wenner (George & Carin Herren’s friend); Josh Yeo (Barb Stahl’s friend); Jason Zeller (Kathy Ward’s son); 

Linda Zeller (Kathy Ward’s daughter in law)        

 

 

 

 Happy Birthday!  
 

       Sept 21 Nataelee Mullen   

Sept 3 Judy Holcomb     Sept 22 Mickey Ely & Sally Clancy 

Sept 5 Daniel Rice     Sept 23 Kathi Nevin, Cathy Payne &  

Sept 6 Putt Moore & Bryan McGuire    Debbie Lyon    

Sept 7 Kurt Rudolph & Matt Schroeter  Sept 24 Logan Piorkowski 

Sept 8 Scott Warnshouse    Sept 26 Karen DeMay, Heidi Schwarz &  

Sept 13 Dorice Raw, Barb Hackel &     Sandy Roberts 

Nancy Finkle     Sept 27 Samaya Morse 

Sept 14 Ken Ogden     Sept 28 Sue Kotalik  

Sept 15 Jan Waxman     Sept 30 Don Raw, Jr. & Jan Harter 

Sept 17 Emily Blaker 

Sept 18 George Herren 

Sept 19 John Gilbert  

Sept 20 Jack Berry 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Chain 
If you are interested in joining our Prayer Chain please let Dawn know.  People who are in need of prayer 

contact Dawn and she sends out email requests to the prayer chain list.  The email heading will simply say 

“prayers.”  When you are able to take a few moments in prayer please open the email and pray for the situation 

described.  It makes a huge difference to people who are in the midst of a crisis or going in for surgery to know 

that a group of people are praying for them. If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, please let Dawn 

know and she’ll send out a prayer request to the entire group.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spotlight: Amy Ogden 
Amy came to Canandaigua following her retirement from teaching in 2012.  She decided on this area because 

her oldest sister and husband, plus one of their sons and his family lived here.   

 

She grew up in Scarsdale, Westchester County, the youngest of three daughters.  Her parents had grown up in 

New York City with her father from the Bronx and mother from Queens.  Consequently, she had a rich 

experience with all that city offers throughout her youth and most of her adulthood.  She was educated in 

Scarsdale throughout her elementary and secondary school years.    

 

She has been singing since before she could talk.  Her mother would ask her to sing “Indian Love Call,” so she 

would march into the living room and sing in her little girl’s BIG voice for which it’s certain Nelson Eddy 

would be proud.  She doesn’t remember a time when she didn’t sing. 

 

For college she headed off to Denison University in Ohio to major in Music Education.  After her sophomore 

year she transferred to the University of Rochester (U of R) and the Eastman School of Music majoring in 

Elementary Education and minoring in Voice.   

 

Following graduation from the U of R she taught third grade briefly at the Clyde-Savannah District  before 

moving back to Westchester County to work on her Master’s Degree in Reading Education at the College of 

New Rochelle.  After teaching two years in Ossining, New York, she settled into teaching Special Education at 

the elementary level in the Scarsdale District for the rest of her career. 

 

In the Westchester area she was able to use her trained soloist voice regularly as a performer.  She often was 

hired to sing at a variety of churches in the area.  Her voice teacher was a former mezzo soprano of the 

Metropolitan Opera, so she definitely had instruction from the “best.”  She would be hired as a soloist and 

section leader, or to complete a quartet for a chorale who did such major works as Mozart’s Requiem, Bach’s 

Magnificat, Vivaldi’s Gloria, and oratorios by Handel and others.   She has performed as soloist at ‘decades’ of 

outdoor concerts with the Westchester Band, and laughingly said, “plus countless weddings and funerals.”   

As a singer she has traveled to France, Germany and Austria, with choirs who gave concerts throughout those 

areas.  She recalls with great emotion singing a Charles Ives solo piece in Paris at the American Cathedral.   

There is something very “awe inspiring” about singing in a place where people have been gathering for 

generations! 

 

Amy’s gift to the First Congregational Church is her voice and willingness to share her talent with us all. 

Personal enjoyments include loving the area.  She thinks living in wine country is pretty special.  She is 

enjoying her home and living in her friendly neighborhood. 

 

Top on her list of favorites are her two dogs  --  Matilda (Mattie), who is a cocker spaniel and Mickey, who is a 

Welsh springer spaniel.  Observation shows they are very well loved and cared for, and extremely important 

parts of her household. 

Amy is an avid reader and a member of a very active book club.  Her favorites are mysteries, biographies, 

historical fiction, and lengthy series about historical periods such as Great Britain’s Regency period and New 



York City’s Gilded Age.  She loves Broadway musicals, and enjoys attending shows at the Rochester Broadway 

Theatre League, Geva Theatre and Bristol Valley Theatre. 

 

Before Covid she was very active in volunteer work for the Ontario County Historical Society, Granger 

Homestead, and Sonnenberg.  Some of those activities are slowly picking up once again. 

Also, she has returned to the YMCA for a water aerobics activity that she missed for over a year.   

Amy declares that the Chosen Spot has turned out to be a much better retirement choice than she had imagined.  

She has continued singing, wonderful friendships have been made, and the First Congregational Church has 

offered her a very comfortable church home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Submitted by Barb Stahl 

 

                                                            Live Stream Thank You! 
As the Delta variant surges, more people are choosing to worship online again.  We highlighted the incredible 

amount of time and dedication that Don Raw Jr. and Steve Brooks put into getting us up and running, but we 

have not yet offered our deepest thanks to the whole live streaming crew. 

 

In addition to Don and Steve, Matt Berry, John Maguire and Mike Ryan have all been trained to run the live 

stream on Sunday mornings.  This incredible team of people shares responsibility for bringing you church 

online every week.  It is an incredible gift that each of these live streamers has offered to this congregation. 

 

Thank you Don, John, Matt, Mike, and Steve! You are all amazing! 

 

 

 

 



 

Come Celebrate Denise Morphy’s 20th Anniversary as our Organist! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On Sunday September 19th we will be celebrating 

the music and ministry of our 

incredibly talented 

Denise Morphy! 
 

There will be a special service   

at 10:30  

filled with music 

and a look back 

at the last 20 years.  

 

Please come and join us to share in this joyful celebration! 

There will be fabulous organ music,  

Denise’s favorite hymns and choir anthem, 

 the handbells will play  

and there may be a few other surprises! 

 

We will hold a reception on the front steps 

following the service.  
 

 

 



 

“What If” we could not hold a Formal Coffee Hour? 

 
            Folks, we are sorry to inform you that this year’s formal coffee hour will not occur again due to the 

upsurge of the Delta variant and worries of spreading the COVID virus. 

That being said, the committee decided that at the first opportunity that we have to safely serve coffee 

and food in the Social Room, it will be a formal coffee hour to help celebrate the event. 

Please remember the reason for the Formal Coffee Hour.  Yes, to enjoy great food, and comradery, but 

also to support the children of Haiti. 

Our congregation has been very generous this summer, donating money at the lemonade socials held 

after worship on the portico, to help feed a number of Haitian families. 

The Father Jerri School has been responding to the series of crisis’s that have plagued Haiti. When 

COVID first hit the island, the school staff provided fresh water wash stations for the school and the 

surrounding neighborhood to stem the spread of the virus. 

 

 
           When political unrest spread across the island due to a corrupt government that stifled free elections, 

gangs took over the streets of the country and controlled the nation. The staff at the Father Jeri school continued 

to feed 1,000 children a day and educated the youth when it was safe to do so.  When it was not safe, they sent 

care packages of food and cooking oil to the families in the neighborhood.  When the recent devastating 

earthquake hit, the staff at the school helped by sending food and supplies to the hardest hit areas of the island. 

 



 
 

            Folks, the need for funds to feed and educate these children is greater now than ever before. It is 

impossible to social distance when living in the squalor of a carboard and tarp slum. Proper sanitation and clean 

water are only a dream, and maybe their only meal this day will come from the food program at the Father Jeri 

School. 

The solution is educating these children to become the next generation of teachers, doctors, lawyers and 

leaders of this impoverished nation. The What If Foundation, by funding the Father Jeri School, will continue to 

feed 1,000 children a day and educate the children of Haiti. They can only do this with the financial help from 

congregations like ourselves. We have been so generous to the foundation in the past, now we need to ask for 

more.   During the next few weeks, please reach deep into your pockets.  Any donation will be a Godsend to 

these children. Please place your donations in the offering plate (marked “What If”), mail them to the church 

office, or make your donation online at our church website. https://whatiffoundation.org/donation-page 

Please make out checks to the church and put “What If” on the note line. For addition information, please 

visit the What If website:  www.whatiffoundation.org.  

           On behalf of the Congregational Life Committee, the children of Haiti and the “What IF?”  Foundation, 

we wish to thank you in advance for your continued generosity. 

Thank you, 

Jim DeMay 

 

Social Action Committee News  

Family Promise Updates 
 

• The Fifth Annual Family Promise Bedrace brought in over $35,000! That is 88% of its 
goal. Many Thanks to all of you who directly contributed to the virtual race online. If you missed the 
deadline, it's not too late to donate on the website. Let's hope next year, we can run a bed again! 

• August 22-29th was our congregation's quarterly volunteer week. Before the pandemic, we 
volunteered with evening meals and activities at The Victor Presbyterian Church. That was too risky 
with Covid, so families are now housed in temporary apartments while case management is 
provided. We currently donate gift cards for food instead of cooking. If you would like to donate an 
Aldi's, Walmart or Wegman's card at any time, mail it to the FPOC Day Center, 185 N. Main St., 
Canandaigua, NY. 14424. 

• In July, FPOC opened a fourth apartment for homeless families with children! There is now temporary 
shelter in Geneva and Canandaigua. 

• FPOC is helping with housing insecurity by assisting with applications for the NYS Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program. If you know someone who is at risk of losing their shelter and having difficulty 
getting online help, refer them to FPOC. 

• Interested in volunteering? There are many easy ways to help: clerical work, grocery shopping, 
transportation to appointments, home or car repairs, tutoring, health and wellness counseling 
among a host of others. 

• For more info, see the FPOC website: www.familypromiseontariocounty.org , call 585-905-3988 or 
speak with Nancy and Mike Parsons, the Social Action Coordinators, or Jay Garrett-Larsen, FPOC 
Case Manager. 

 

https://whatiffoundation.org/donation-page
about:blank
http://www.familypromiseontariocounty.org/


 

Christian Education Committee 
 

Calendar: 
Sept 5 - Summer schedule – masks required;  

 3-foot social distancing suggested  

Sept 12 – Rally Day!!!  Service begins at 10:30 

Sept 19:  Regular Sunday School/Youth schedule begins 

Sept 26:  Regular Sunday School and Youth Group 

 

Rally Day is coming! 

 
September 12 will be the first Sunday when we return to our regular (new normal?) 

schedule of Sunday School and Youth Group.  That will also be the day we return 

to our 10:30 worship service.  Please come by 10:10 to register your kids for the 

year.  The children will gather in the social room ahead of time to prepare for the 

balloon parade!  Together we will Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord!  The 

children will remain in the church for the entire service. 

 

 

After the service, the children, youth and families will head over to Baker Park for a BYO picnic, which will 

begin around noon.  The Scoops ice cream truck will be there, we hope you will too!   

 

 

 
 
 
 
Sunday School and Youth Group: 
Due to continuing changes in the COVID situation, our plans for running Sunday School and Youth Group 
are in a constant state of flux!  Please be aware that we are staying current with County and State 
guidelines, as well as directives from the church council.  We are using procedures that are currently 
implemented in the local school district as a basis for our decision making.  We will keep parents apprised 
of how we plan to go forward as the situation continues to evolve.  Thank you for your patience as we 
continue to wade through the murky waters together! 

 
 

 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

A sincere thank you from Don and Dorice Raw  

for all of the get-well cards and support.   

We love and miss all of you! 

Love ~ Dorice & Don Raw, Sr. 
 

 

 



 

Connie Fredericks Malone’s Solo Concert 

Presenting: “Alone with My Music” 
Sunday, Oct. 17th at 1:00PM 

 

   

 

Join us on Sunday, Oct. 17th at 1:00PM for Connie’s Solo Concert to benefit Light Hill, Gleaners and Family 

Promise. 

 

This one-woman show will be accompanied by digitally mastered backing tracks of famous songs as only 

Connie can present. Please join us for this wonderful event! The concert will also be available live 

at www.canandaiguachurch.org 

 

You can make a donation to support Gleaners, Light Hill and Family Promise on the church website by using 

the paypal button in the top right corner of the home page, or you may send a check to the church with 

“Connie’s Concert” in the memo line. Donations will be split evenly between the three organizations.  Please 

tell your friends and relatives about this unique opportunity to hear Connie’s fabulous voice and to support three 

wonderful local programs. 
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As the earthquake rescue efforts in Haiti continue, reports of a rising number of deaths and injuries are adding to the 

insurmountable damages to structures in many areas of the country. Over 1,400 lives have been lost, about 7,000 

people have been injured, and more than 84,000 homes have been damaged or destroyed. UNICEF reported that 

approximately 1.2 million people have been affected, including 540,000 children. Aftershocks continue to rattle the 

country, leaving people stricken with fear and unable to seek shelter indoors. Sleeping outside in the rain, many 

Haitians are facing the next challenge: tropical storm Grace. 

 

  

         Earthquake victims taking cover from the rain in Les Cayes, Haiti. 08/16/21. (AP Photo / Joseph Odelyn) 
   

Na Rive is currently working with community leaders in Southern Haiti to assess critical needs and determine next 

steps to support the relief efforts. Meanwhile, they’re already coordinating an initial response to provide food, water, 

and medical support to the most affected areas, which has become even more challenging given the roads to the 

South are severely damaged. But if anyone can get through, it’ll be local organizations like Na Rive: nimble, 

knowledgeable, and powered by the support of generous donors like you. 

 

Please help us support Na Rive in delivering critical assistance to earthquake victims. Your donation will have a               

direct impact in their lives in these desperate times.  Donate by clicking here: 

https://whatiffoundation.org/2021-earthquake-special-donation/ 

  “The situation on the ground is shocking and so very complicated. Water, food, medical aid — it’s all needed 

desperately. We are going to do whatever we can to provide relief to our brothers and sisters in the South. And we 

wouldn’t be able to do that without the support of the What If Foundation and our donors. All of you are like the oil 

that keeps our engine running. In desperate times like these, I have the strength to get up each morning, ready to take 

on the challenges ahead, because I know I am not alone. We thank you and send our love.” – Lavarice Gaudin 

. 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T3284420f-f1ce-4a29-aa8b-4dc764f1c343/cf9ac8ee-cba1-4efd-b38f-d2f662f6605f
https://default.salsalabs.org/T57614929-53a9-430b-b862-19307ba4090f/cf9ac8ee-cba1-4efd-b38f-d2f662f6605f
https://whatiffoundation.org/2021-earthquake-special-donation/


As we speak, Lavarice is reaching out to partner organizations, working to acquire medication and supplies 

from the neighboring Dominican Republic, and preparing for travel to the most damaged areas including Les 

Cayes and Jeremie. By Wednesday, Na Rive will be setting up food pantries and activating mobile clinics to 

provide relief to those in most dire need. Plans for long-term assistance are also in the works. 

Since its inception, the What If Foundation has stood in solidarity with the Haitian people through every major 

challenge they’ve faced: political turmoil, economic crises, droughts, a cholera epidemic, and natural disasters. 

Join me as we stand with them today, tomorrow and every day. 

With gratitude and hope, 

 

Keeley Forrestel 

Executive Director  

What If Foundation 

 

 

 

 

September 2021 
Sun Sept 5 -  Worship In Person & Live stream 9:30 

Mon Sept 6 – Labor Day, Office Closed 

Tues Sept 7 - Men’s Grp 8:00; Rughookers 10:00 

Wed. Sept 8 – TOPS 10:00  

Thurs Sept 9 – Bridge 12:00; Staff Meeting 5:30; Choir Rehearsal 7:00  

Sat Sept 11 – Ecumenical Observance of September 11th (20th anniversary) 11:00 am United Church 

Sun Sept 12 – Choir 9:00; Worship In Person & Live stream 10:30; Rally Day  

Mon Sept 13 – Trustees 4:00; Bridge 6:00;  

Tues Sept 14 - Men’s Grp 8:00; Rughookers 10:00 

Wed. Sept 15– TOPS 10:00  

Thurs Sept 16 – Bridge 12:00  

Sun Sept 19 - Choir 9:00; Worship In Person & Live stream 10:30; Sunday School; Celebration of 

                       Denise’s 20 years as our organist 

Mon Sept 20 - Bridge 6:00 

Tues Sept 21 – Men’s Grp 8:00; Rughookers 10:00; Council 7:00 

Wed Sept 22 – TOPS 10:00  

Thurs Sept 23 – Bridge 12:00  

Sun Sept 26 - Choir 9:00; Worship In Person & Live stream 10:30; Sunday School; Social Action 11:45 

Tues Sept 28 - Men’s Grp 8:00; Rughookers 10:00 

Wed Sept 29 – TOPS 10:00  

Thurs Sept 30 – MLK 10:00; Bridge 12:00; Prayer Shawl 2:00 



 


