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FROM THE PASTOR  
 

 
 

What Happened in the Tomb? 

 

 Deep in the earth, a cave, dark and cool, was a grave for the one who spoke truth 

to power, the one who embodied love, the one who taught us to live as children of God.   

Deep in the earth on a rocky ledge lay the body of a man who spent his life healing and 

teaching about the Kingdom of God. 

 

Deep in the earth, the Spirit pulsed.  Deep in the earth, energy began to build.  In 

the darkness, surrounded by rock and soil, the Spirit of God began to awake. 

  



 The newly hewn grave was cut into the hillside. No one could have foreseen who 

would be laid inside. His disciples didn’t understand what was coming although they had 

been forewarned.  The soldiers Pilate set to guard the tomb didn’t know the power that 

was contained behind that stone. They didn’t know what was building up inside. 

  

            Three days after his broken body was taken down from the cross and laid in that 

tomb, the power of God burst forth.  The earth shook and the Spirit soared.  Nothing 

could contain the Beloved.  

  

 Resurrection defies all logic, it moves us from the realm of provable facts to 

connection with that which is beyond all understanding.  Nobody could explain the 

earthquake. Nobody could begin to describe the heavenly being who rolled back the 

stone.  

 

 All they could say was that an angel rolled the stone away and the experience was 

like lightning. The guards were filled with fear.  First shaking and then paralyzed, 

terrified of the unknown.  

  

The Spirit of God swirled in and around and through the tomb. Light and life 

emanated from the place that should have contained only death.  

 

 The earth pushed forth the risen Christ like a mother birthing a child.  The 

womblike tomb is empty, the resurrected Christ is set loose in the world and nothing will 

ever be the same! Alleluia!  

 

 

Blessings, 

 

Dawn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Message From Our Moderator 
 

Recovery = Growth & Change 

As businesses begin to rethink how they will recover after the past year, we also need to think 

about our personal recovery and the recovery of our church. 

We’ve learned how to adapt to Zoom meetings and watch the church service virtually. Once 

things start opening up what should we expect? Will we go back to our old ways or adapt and 

build on what we’ve learned in the past year?  In order to survive all things, we need to adapt 

and change.  

From a personal perspective, staying in touch, no matter how, is vitally important to me. 

Whether it’s a phone call, Zoom meeting or Facebook update, my relationships are what keep 

me alive and balanced. Never again will I take for granted the ability to meet for coffee or 

have lunch with a friend. In fact, I’ve already started creating my bucket list of people to 

meet face-to-face as soon as practical.  

Our church has moved into the 21st century with our rapid adoption of video. This gives us 

the ability to reach a broader more far-reaching audience. And we will continue to invest the 

time and effort to produce our Sunday services online.  

But what else can we do to adapt to the changing lives of our current and future members? 

How can we meet them where they are? What new ideas can committees embrace?  

I invite you all to think about what you’ve learned over the past year and what you will do to 

grow in 2021, spiritually and mentally.  

If you have ideas or would like to get involved in one of our committees, here is the list of 

chairs you can reach out to. 

Christian Ed: Ann and Jon Schwab 

Congregational Life: Jean Landes 

Public Image: Cathy Brooks 

Resource: Laurie Stoutz 

Social Action: Rhonda Nyerges and Betsy Gillim  

Special Events/Hospitality: Sue Hawkes 

Worship: Kelly Meath 

 

Hannah Morgan 

Church Moderator 



 Prayer List 

   Ancy & Kira (Fred Henry’s friend); Steve Beck (Heidi Schwarz’s brother); Brad 

Bliss; Marjorie Case; Cheryl (Jennifer Maxfield’s sister-in-law); Judy Clark (Jessica 

& Dan Casellas’ and Elaine Hilton’s friend); Cathy Coots; Bob DeSantis (Dorice & 

Don Raw, Sr.’s friend); Julie English (Janet & Kim Tenreiro’s friend); Brian Fuscaldo 

(Mara Huberlie’s nephew); Jerry Gomez (Kathi Nacca’s friend); Carin Herren; Peter 

Ingalls (Jean Ingall’s son); Jim and Carolyn (Amy Ogden’s friends); Jim & Melody 

(Don & Marilyn DeSmith’s friends); Jim Kolesar (George & Carin Herren’s friend); Sue 

Kotalik; Jan Larsen (Dawn’s mother); Michelle List (JoAnn Reed’s friend); Loren 

(Jack Radley’s friend); Lynn (Joan Ryan’s friend); Eileen McCarthy (Carla DeMeco & 

Betsy Dresser’s friend); Sally Mueller; Liz Nelson (Kathy Ward’s friend); Norman 

(Jennifer Maxfield’s uncle); Pia (Jim & Connie Malone’s friend); Chris Pritchard 

(Rick, Cindy Mullen & George Herren’s friend); Jack Radley; Don Raw, Sr.; Sara 

(Jack Radley’s granddaughter); Smith/Dworetsky Family (Okke & Kathy Postma’s 

friends); Pat Smith; Dr. Steven Smith & Family (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ friends); 

Sally Stowell (Alice Berry’s mother); Walker (Don & Dorice Raw’s friend); Kathy 

Ward; Gordon Wenner (George & Carin Herren’s friend); Robin Wisniewski (Alicia’s 

mom); Josh Yeo (Barb Stahl’s friend); Jason Zeller (Kathy Ward’s son); Linda Zeller 

(Kathy Ward’s daughter in law) 

  

Weathervane Deadline for June issue is May 15th. 

 
May 1 – Ian Schwab 

May 2 – Bonnie Diver 

May 3 – Kathy Postma, Nancey Wilbur 

May 4 – Marlin Potter, Barbara Miller 

May 5 – Cathy Coots 

May 6 – Cheryl Bootes 

May 7 – Cass Roberts 

May 8 – Don Oakleaf, William Maxfield 

May 11 – Janet Tenreiro 

May 12 – Dolores Kruchten, Kay Muscato 

May 13 – George Braddon, Andy Gajewski 

May 14 – Lea Brosche 

May 15 – Jane Wheeler 

May 16 – Kira Casellas 

May 18 – Ann Schwab, Madeleine Kogut 

May 20 – Carin Herren, Eric Alden, Oliver 

Nacca 

May 21 – Lu Krahl 

May 22 – Carl Reed, Jeff Scheeta 

May 23 – Rachel McFadden, Oscar Leasure 

May 25 – Pat Smith, Barb Stahl, Joe Gilbert,    

Beth Weeden 

May 26 – Elena Muscato 

May 27 – Marie Oakleaf 

May 30 – Mike Nyerges, Griffin Bond 

May 31 – Abbie Dutcher, Josh Dutcher 



 

 
Spotlight: Steve & Cathy Brooks 

 

I first met Steve and Cathy Brooks when we both joined our church in January 2015 and 

later celebrated at Simply Crepes for brunch. Cathy and I became better acquainted when 

we rode together in the Canandaigua 2017 July 4th celebration parade as Women 

Suffragists and discovered we had much in common.  

Both Steve and Cathy grew up in suburban towns outside of Boston, Wayland and 

Weymouth, respectively. They met at a friend’s party in 1984, became engaged six 

months later, and married in 1986. Their son Scott was born in 1989 and their daughter 

Julia was born in 1995. Scott now resides in Connecticut with his wife and adorable baby 

son Calvin. Julia is working on her PhD in clinical psychology at the University of 

Illinois, Chicago.  

Steve attended Dartmouth College in New Hampshire and earned his MBA at Boston 

University. Early in his career, he taught social studies at a middle school in New 

Hampshire for one year and served as a director of a Big Brother Big Sister program, 

traveling all over the U.S. to oversee and start up programs. He discovered that he 

enjoyed leadership work, and began his career working for various companies as a 

project manager in Information Technology and Finance, and in 1997 joined Textron in 

Boston.  Subsequent promotions in that company led to moves to Wichita, Kansas in 

2005 and to Troy, Michigan in 2013.  

Cathy, majoring in history and English, earned her bachelor’s degree at Stonehill 

College. She was interested in a career in book publishing and got her first job with a 



college textbook publisher in 1981. She worked for Boston area companies D.C. Heath, 

Houghton Mifflin, and Cengage Learning in her 35- year career. As a production project 

manager, she worked on science and math textbooks until she retired in 2016. When they 

moved for Steve’s job changes, the flexibility of being able to work from home allowed 

Cathy to continue working.  

Cathy had grown up Catholic and attended Catholic grammar school, high school, and 

college.  When they married, Steve was a Unitarian and together they experienced 

different faiths and churches. In 1987 they joined the Unitarian Church in Massachusetts. 

They really liked the church and made many friends there. In 2006 when they moved to 

Kansas, they had difficulty finding a Unitarian Church, and later they found a 

Congregational Church with an open-minded congregation. They joined and became very 

involved. However, when they moved to Michigan in 2013, they were not able to find a 

church that they felt comfortable joining. 

In 2014 Steve was recruited by ITT for the position of Chief Information Officer at ITT 

Goulds Pumps in Seneca Falls, requiring another move. Steve commuted between 

Michigan and New York while their home was being sold. Cathy searched the internet 

for Congregational churches near Seneca Falls and found our church in Canandaigua. She 

read Tom Herbek’s sermons posted online and Steve attended some Sunday services. 

Liking what they saw and heard, they decided to make Canandaigua their home. They 

chose a home on Chatham Lane and couldn’t be happier with their choice. 

Cathy and Steve are both very active members in our church. Both are now retired and 

give freely of their time. Cathy has been a member of the Congregational Life Committee 

and now serves as Vice Moderator for Church Council and a member of the Pastor Parish 

Committee. When the Public Image Committee was created in 2020, Cathy became 

Acting Chair. Cathy also has assumed the planting and care of the urns in front of the 

church. Steve became a member of the Trustees in 2017, the Resource Committee in 

2020, and was part of the Search Committee after Tom Herbek announced his retirement 

in 2018.  He has utilized his IT expertise for various projects at the church, such as 

setting up computers and a Facebook page. When COVID forced the church to 

temporarily close its doors, Steve (along with Don Raw Jr.) assisted Reverend Dawn in  



setting up YouTube live streaming. Steve will also be one of the facilitators for the 

Sacred Conversations on Race. Steve and Cathy serve as the church’s delegates to UCC 

as well.  

When they are not busy with church, both Steve and Cathy enjoy a variety of hobbies. 

Steve, a lover of sports, spends time golfing, skiing, and reading. Cathy likes to spend her 

leisure time quilting, gardening, exercising and swimming at the YMCA, and reading. 

Both enjoy boating on Canandaigua Lake. 

We are truly blessed to have them both as members of our church family and community. 

Submitted by Jackie Lowe 

 

 

 



Wear Red on Pentecost 

 
A few years ago at my church in Nelson NH on the Day of Pentecost, our choir 

sang a rousing version of “Every Time I Feel the Spirit.”  I sat in my chair, looking past 

the altar candles to the choir and was overcome with joy at their exuberant singing!  It 

was truly a Spirit-filled moment. As the song ended, I turned to look at the congregation 

and the after image from the altar candles was clear and strong. Those after images of 

flames danced on the heads of people in the congregation and I felt as if I had been given 

a tiny glimpse of the power of Pentecost. I’ve always wondered what it was like for the 

people that first Pentecost who saw the Spirit which appeared like flames dancing on the 

heads of the crowd. Though the people spoke in various languages, when the Spirit came, 

they found that they could understand everyone. The barriers were broken down and 

everyone belonged! 

It is nearly impossible to capture a profound spiritual experience in words.  The 

power of the Spirit is beyond description, but we try.  We describe the Spirit as a 

heavenly dove descending from God, as a bright and shining light, as a pulsing energy, as 

flames dancing on the heads of those who were hearing about Jesus for the first time.   

 Last year on Pentecost, we were scheduled to hold our installation and 

covenanting service which was postponed because of the pandemic. Because we could 

not gather, I invited you to send in pictures of yourself wearing red, and many of you did!  

This year, as we gather for worship, I invite you to come to worship in our beautiful 

sanctuary wearing red, the color of the Holy Spirit.  We will celebrate with joy the 

coming of the Spirit and the opportunity to worship in the sanctuary! Join us on May 23 

at 10:30 as we give thanks for the Spirit of God that burns in our hearts and inspires our 

souls! 

 



 
 

The Church Picnic is back! 
 
That’s right – we WILL have a church picnic this year!  It will be on Sunday, June 13 at 

the regular church service time.  Once again, Dave and Peggy Sauter have graciously 

offered to host it on their beautiful grounds!  A couple of things will be different this 

year:  we are asking everyone to bring their own food, beverages, and utensils so that 

there will be no concern regarding contamination.  We also ask that everyone sign up 

ahead of time to make sure we are able to prepare the site appropriately.  Please contact 

Alicia in the office via phone or e-mail to let her know you plan to come.   

 

We will need some help moving tables and chairs from the church to the Sauters a day or 

two before the picnic.  We will also need to transport them back on Sunday after the 

picnic.  If you have a pick-up truck or a trailer and are willing to give us a hand, please 

contact Debbie (ce@canandaiguachurch.org ) to get on the list.  We look forward to 

sharing the annual picnic once again! 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Calendar: 
May 2:  Hybrid Sunday School; Youth Zoom 

May 8:  Trustee clean-up day 

May 9:  Mothers’ Day; Hybrid Sunday School; Youth Zoom 

May 16:  Hybrid Sunday School; Youth Zoom 

May 23:  Pentecost Sunday – wear red! Hybrid Sunday School; Youth Zoom 

May 30:  Memorial Sunday; Hybrid Sunday School; Youth Zoom 

 

Attention graduating seniors: You will soon be receiving in the mail a letter and 

questionnaire regarding your accomplishments and plans.  Please fill out and return as 

soon as possible, so that you will be recognized in June.  Best wishes to you as you wrap 

up your senior year in a most unusual way!  Our prayers are with you. 

 

 

about:blank


Mother’s Day Yellow Roses 

 

 

 

The Mother’s Fund was established in 2001 by Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Witherspoon,  

“To honor all mothers of the 1st Congregational Church, especially Ruth Miles 

Witherspoon, Harriet Benton Bentley, and Dorothea Bentley Witherspoon, for the benefit 

of the minister of 1st Congregational Church. This fund provides yellow roses for all 

women in worship on Mother’s Day.   

Last year we continued this tradition during COVID by delivering roses to women in the 

congregation.  This year the sanctuary will be open for worship and we invite all women 

to come to receive a rose whether you are a biological mother or not.  Come join us for 

worship on Sunday May 9th at 10:30.    

 

Sacred Conversations on Race 

We are delighted to have four additional groups that have begun Sacred Conversations on 

Race. These include individuals from the church and from the community.  We also have 

a waiting list of people who are interested in beginning the process in the fall or winter 

next year.  If you would like to participate please let us know in the office or contact 

Nancy Parsons.  Thank you for your prayers of support for those who are doing this 

important work. 

 

 



Trustee Spring clean-up date is Sat. May 8, 9 a.m. – 12 noon.* 
*Rain date is Saturday, May 15 from 9 a.m. – 12 noon. 

If you are not comfortable with this as a group activity you can come anytime and work 

on an area and leave the pile of weeds etc. in one parking space in the lower lot. 

All areas need to be cleaned out, raked and weeded.  Please bring your own tools, we 

will have cans and bags for weeds which can be put in the back of Sue and Lin’s 

trailer.  Hope to see you! 

 
 

POP YOUR TOPS! 

Don’t forget to save your pop or can tabs for the collection at church! The collection jugs 

are on the shelf in the hallway by the sanctuary.  We donate these to the Ronald 

McDonald House charities. 

  

 

A Thank you from Ellie Rugg 

The family of John Rugg wishes to express heartfelt thanks for the "shower" of cards, 

prayers and for a beautiful flower arrangement sent to us during this time of great loss. 

We especially thank Rev. Dawn, Deacons Bill Blaker and Guy Burns for their support in 

so many ways at the Funeral on April 10th. 

 

John loved singing bass on the hymns in our sacred Sanctuary.  Pew #68 (Ellie and John's 

spot) and its' neighbors will miss hearing his voice for sure. 

 

We are most grateful for all of you and blessed to be members of such a caring Church 

family. 

 

Love in Christ,  

Ellie and children 



What If Foundation Board Members to Address our Congregation  

on Sunday May 16th 

Haitian Unrest Creates Crisis for the Children served by Na Rive 

 

Haiti is in turmoil due to unprecedented political upheaval and gang warfare. For years, 

our congregation has supported The What If Foundation and Na Rive , its grassroot 

partner in Part-au-Prince, which usually serves over 1000 hot meals a day and educates 

375 students at the Father Jeri School. Now only 40% of students can safely travel to 

school and the food program is struggling to deliver its meals from a food pantry. "I have 

never seen this level of violence before," says program director Lavarice Gaudin. Na 

Rive is looking for counselors to help the children process the emotional trauma of seeing 

gunfights and bodies on the streets as they struggle to get to school.  At our May 16th 

church service, What If Foundation board members, Catherine LeLong and Wadner 

Pierre will present a brief video to update us on the crisis. Afterwards, at 11:45 am they 

will be available for live conversation and questions via Zoom platform in the sanctuary 

and on-line at home. Please consider staying on to learn how we can support the children 

of the Ti Plas Kazo neighborhood who have had their welfare and education upended by 

extreme violence. 

 

Double Trouble! 

 

Here are 2 of our very own Deacons, Guy Burns and Bill Blaker, off-duty, hamming it up 

for the camera on a break from Cardiac Rehab at Thompson Hospital. Glad you are both 

feeling better! 



Treasure Trove needs paper bags! 

I never knew about the Treasure Trove on South Main St., Canandaigua, until we were looking 

for someplace to donate some old but still good clothes.  I had no idea Treasure Trove had such a 

presence in the Community and provided all the services on the attached list.  I highlighted a few 

that really appealed to me, especially free books for children. 

I’ve copied and pasted their home page information, with their permission, for several reasons.  

First, so you know about them.  If you need a place to donate used clothing and household items, 

here you go.  Plus, they could use our help.  Many of the customers who purchase items do not 

have their own re-useable bags to hold their purchases.  Treasure Trove needs paper bags.  

Anyone who used Instacart during the Pandemic may have a stash of brown paper bags 

somewhere.  Or maybe you just keep them for the future and will be willing to part with them. 

If you’re willing to donate paper bags, please take them to Church and put them in the bins in the 

library and I’ll take them to Treasure Trove. 

Thank you!  Sue Hawkes 

TREASURE TROVE’S MISSION 

 
Our mission at Finger Lakes Treasure Trove Inc. is to offer new and used high quality products at 

affordable prices to the community; to offer support and resources to individuals who are at risk 

or in need; and to support and raise awareness in the community of existing programs and 

services available to assist those in need. 

 

• We honor vouchers issued by the Salvation Army Family Emergency Program. 

• We offer your donated goods of new and gently used men’s, woman’s and children’s 

clothing, shoes, jewelry and accessories, home décor, housewares, books, small electronics, small 

furniture and more to the community at affordable prices. 



• We participate in offering Court ordered Community Service hours. 

• We keep a free clothing bin stocked outside of the store for anyone who is in need. 

• We collect for and donate items to other nonprofits in Canandaigua and surrounding 

communities, working with them to provide for those in need. 

• Agencies are encouraged to set up information tables and schedule presentations at the 

Treasure Trove regarding their organizations. 

• We provide information on suicide prevention through the International Yellow Ribbon 

Suicide Prevention Program (yellowribbon.org). We have volunteers on site who are certified 

Mental Health 1st Aid Responders. 

• Free books are available to children - 1 book per child each day they come to the store. 

• We offer support to those in crisis or in need, making them aware of resources and 

existing programs and services available to them within the community. 

• We welcome individuals who wish to showcase their special talents in art, jewelry, 

essential oils, etc. by having them set up displays at the store. 

• We provide Notary Public service. 

• We offer volunteer hours. Volunteers comprise 90% of our staff. 

• We appreciate donations of slightly used, clean clothing and other items that have value 

for our customers. Donations are accepted BY APPOINTMENT ONLY on Tuesdays, 11-4, and 

on Saturdays, 10-4 (no appointment necessary) at 224 S. Main St. (back entrance). We DO NOT 

ACCEPT donations of large furniture, large appliances, or TVs. Please do not liter by leaving 

items outside the store! 

• As a 501(c)3 Nonprofit Corp., we offer receipts for your tax-deductible donations. 

• We accept your old cell phones, tablets and inkjet/laser printer cartridges, used batteries, 

and plastic shopping bags for recycling. 

• We accept all major credit cards. 

• We offer free school supplies. 

• We accept donations of new, unwrapped gifts to be distributed to kids for Christmas. 

• Weekly specials offer more savings to our customers, and every Wednesday is WOW 

WEDNESDAY where all items in the store are 50% OFF. 

• Finger Lakes Treasure Trove has grown to be a popular destination for buyers searching 

for antiques, collectibles, and that unique item that cannot be found anywhere else. It’s a unique 

shopping experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Alexander Saxby, son-in-law of Philip and Kathi Nevin, has published a book detailing his 

experience as a young Marine in the Second Battle of Fallujah. Fallujah Memoirs describes what 

it was like to serve as an infantryman with the Third Platoon, 1st Battalion 8th Marines from basic 

training through the intense urban fighting during Operation Phantom Fury. Fallujah Memoirs by 

Alexander Saxby is available for purchase as a paperback or digitally at Amazon.com.  

 

MS Walk 

 
Canandaigua 2021 MS Walk will be virtual. The team remains the “First Congregational 

Church.”  If interested in walking or supporting, please see Phil Nevin, who is the team 

captain.  Here is the link:  

https://secure.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Walk/NYRWalkEvents?pg=entry&fr_id=31

684 

Idea:  Having our own walk at Phil’s house near his pond that afternoon, May 15. 

Church will not be early that day, as it is a Saturday this year. 

 

 

https://secure.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Walk/NYRWalkEvents?pg=entry&fr_id=31684
https://secure.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Walk/NYRWalkEvents?pg=entry&fr_id=31684


 

    

  



 

 

 

 

May 2021 
Sunday May 2 – Supply Preacher: Rev. Ryan Henderson (Dawn on Retreat) Worship In Person &  

                           Live Stream 10:30; hybrid Sunday School 

Monday May 3 – Study Grp 9:00; Study Grp 5:30 

Tues. May 4 – Men’s Grp 8:00; Study Grp 9:00; Rughookers 10:00 

Wed. May 5 - Study Grp 9:00; TOPS 10:00 

Thursday May 6 – Staff 4  

Sunday May 9 – Mother’s Day Yellow Roses, Worship 10:30 In Person & Live stream; hybrid  

                           Sunday School  

Monday May 10 – Study Grp 9:00; Trustees 4:00 In Person Social Rooms; Study Grp 5:00  



 

Tues. May 11 – Men’s Grp 8:00; Study Grp 9:00; Rughookers 10:00; SCR Grp A Zoom 10:30;  

                          SCR Grp C 1:00 Zoom 

Wed. May 12 - Study Grp 9:00; TOPS 10:00 

Thurs. May 13 - SCR Grp B 10:30 Zoom; SCR Grp D 7:00 Zoom 

Sat. May 15 – Virtual MS Walk, more info to follow  

Sunday May 16 - Worship In Person & Live stream 10:30; hybrid Sunday School; Social Action 

                             11:45 Zoom 

Monday May 17 – Study Grp 9:00; Study Grp 5:30; SCR Planning Team 7:00 Zoom  

Tuesday May 18 – Men’s Grp 8:00; Study Grp 9:00; Rughookers 10:00; Council 7:00 Zoom 

Wed. May 19 – Study Grp 9:00; TOPS 10:00 

Sunday May 23 – Pentecost Worship 10:30 In Person & Live stream; hybrid Sunday School,  

                             Congregational Life 11:45 

Monday, May 24 - Study Grp 9:00; Study Grp 5:30 

Tues. May 25 - Men’s Grp 8:00; Study Grp 9:00; Rughookers 10:00; SCR Grp A 10:30 Zoom;  

                         SCR Grp C Zoom 1:00 

Wed May 26 - Study Grp 9:00; TOPS 10:00 

Thurs. May 27 - SCR Grp B 10:30 Zoom; SCR Grp D 7:00 Zoom 

Friday May 28 – Prayer Shawl 2:00 

Sunday May 30 – Memorial Day Worship In Person & Live Stream 10:30; hybrid Sunday School 

Monday May 31 – Memorial Day - Office closed 

 

 

 


