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FROM THE PASTOR  

Advent is a journey that takes four weeks. It is a journey from the first Advent candle of 

Hope which flickers in our hearts to a candlelit sanctuary on Christmas Eve.  

Last year we as we observed Advent, we made Advent wreaths and shared beautiful 

music, meaningful stories and familiar songs and carols about the coming of the Christ child. 

We did all of this in our own individual homes, feeling the connection to one another via live 

stream. 

The word “Advent” literally means “coming.” As we wait for and prepare for the coming 

Christ child, we are invited to prepare our hearts in a new way for Christ’s spirit to enter into 

our lives.  

This year we are blessed to be able to gather together for worship during Advent. Let’s 

make the most of it! Come and hear the music. Come and sing the Advent songs and Christmas 

Carols. Come and see the Advent Candles being lit. Come and listen to the children sing the 

“Advent Candle Song.” Come and worship with your church community. Come via live stream 

if in person doesn’t feel safe, but come and worship. 

 The color for the season of Advent is purple. We light purple Advent candles (with the 

exception of the pink candle of joy, the Gaudete candle, lit on the third Sunday of Advent). Our 

new choir stoles, given in memory of John Rugg, are purple. Why purple? 

Purple dye, in Jesus’ day was rare and very expensive. It was the color that only royalty 

could afford to wear. Purple symbolizes that we anticipate the coming of the newborn king.  

We have four weeks to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ child. Why not 

take time each day to pray and reflect and listen for the voice of God? You can start with just a 

few moments and if you choose, you can lengthen that time as you move further into Advent. 

 Find yourself a comfortable place to sit. Close your eyes and center your heart. Try to let 

all of your worries drift away. Listen. Breathe. Open yourself. Wait, and be ready to meet the 

Holy One. Do this every day and you will be observing Advent in a simple yet meaningful way.  

O come, O come Emmanuel! We are in need of your presence in our lives. We are ready 

and waiting for you to meet us in the depth of our souls. Thank you for meeting us today and 

every day! Amen.  

Peace, 

Dawn 



 

Christmas Eve 2021 
 

We are planning to hold in person worship this year! 

This is what to expect on December 24th. 
 

-Masks are mandatory and must be worn properly, and at all times (with the one exception of blowing out the 

candles at the very end of the service. After blowing out your candle please replace your mask) 
 

-Social Distancing: Every other pew will be available for seating. Each COVID bubble (family or friends who 

are comfortable sitting together) will have a sheet of paper to put on either side of their party with these words 

“Please leave this seat empty for social distancing.” 
 

-Ventilation: We will have four windows downstairs partially open as intake windows and the two window 

fans in the balcony on the north side will draw air up and out of the sanctuary. Please make sure you have a coat 

to keep you warm in case you are seated near an open window. 
 

-Seating will be limited: The sanctuary will be filled to only half capacity. We will not be counting people but 

instead filling pews. Half capacity is 350 for your reference.  
 

-Enter through the front door: We ask that everyone except those needing to use the elevator to enter through 

the front door.  
 

-Ushers will seat you: There will be a trained group of ushers who will seat each party. We will endeavor to 

seat you in your favorite seats, but we will also ask people to be flexible so that we can seat as many people as 

possible.  
 

-No Contact Tracing: We are not legally required to do contact tracing for a large public event. If everyone 

wears masks appropriately and we keep three feet socially distant between parties, we do not need to add the 

step of taking names and phone numbers. 
 

-Children are Welcome: We encourage families with children to attend but want to let you know that we have 

decided to err on the side of caution and not to have children sing “Away in a Manger” at this service. “Away in 

a Manger” will be played on instruments by children.  
 

-Candle Caution: We do plan to light candles at the end of the service as is our tradition. Please be aware that 

everyone will be wearing flammable masks. We ask you to be intentional about holding your candle out further 

toward the empty row in front of you to keep everyone safe. People will keep their masks on throughout the 

service, including Silent Night. When the service ends the candles can be blown out, masks replaced and the 

congregation will exit immediately.  
 

-We will be Live Streaming: If you are uncomfortable with the idea of being in a sanctuary with the possibility 

of 350 people, you can live stream the service in the comfort of your own home. We know that many people 

with health conditions or those who are simply being careful about COVID will choose this option.  
 

-Choir and Hand bells will perform as usual: As is tradition, the Hand Bells will play and the choir will sing 

before the beginning of the 5:00 service. Preservice music begins at 4:30 All performers will be masked.  

 



 
 

Message From Our Moderator 
 

Breathe 

As we head into the year-end mad dash, I have just one word- breathe. 

Take a deep breath and know that everything will be fine.  

Exhale and let go of the weight of things you cannot control.  

Breathe in the anticipated moments with family and friends. 

Blow out the twinkling candles and make a wish. 

Inhale the smells of treats baking in the oven and expectant smiles.  

Let out the air of negativity, anger and division. 

Take in oxygen filled with love and empathy. 

Breathe so you can be as kind to yourself as you are to those you love.  

Breathe so you can be forgiving and let go of the burdens you carry. 

Breathe so you can be present during the moments that matter.  

Breathe in deeply and exhale fully. 

 

Hannah Morgan 

Church Moderator 

 

Weathervane Deadline for January issue is December 15th. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer List 
 

Ancy & Kira (Fred Henry’s friend); Keith Blaker; Brad Bliss; Marjorie Case; Cheryl (Jennifer Maxfield’s sister-in-

law); Judy Clark (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ and Elaine Hilton’s friend); Cathy Coots; Corrine (Denise & Scott’s sister); 

Bob DeSantis (Dorice & Don Raw, Sr.’s friend); Marilyn DeSmith; Kathy Frillic (Ellie Rugg’s relative); Brian 

Fuscaldo (Mara Huberlie’s nephew); Bob Graumann (Don DeSmith’s friend); Max Grossman (George Herren’s 

friend); Carin Herren; Mara Huberlie; Barb Iglewski; Peter Ingalls (Jean Ingall’s son); Jim and Carolyn (Amy 

Ogden’s friends); Jim Kolesar (George & Carin Herren’s friend); John (Lin’s nephew); Sue Kotalik; Michelle List 

(JoAnn Reed’s friend); Loren (Jack Radley’s friend); Lynn (Joan Ryan’s friend); Eileen McCarthy (Carla DeMeco & 

Betsy Dresser’s friend); Liz Nelson (Kathy Ward’s friend); Norman (Jennifer Maxfield’s uncle); Chris Pritchard (Rick, 

Cindy Mullen & George Herren’s friend); Jack Radley; Don Raw, Sr.; Don Raw, Jr.; Sara (Jack Radley’s 

granddaughter); Smith/Dworetsky Family (Okke & Kathy Postma’s friends); Pat Smith; Dr. Steven Smith & Family 

(Jessica & Dan Casellas’ friends); Betsey Stout; Sara Szrama (Sally Mueller’s granddaughter); Gordon Wenner 

(George & Carin Herren’s friend); Josh Yeo (Barb Stahl’s friend); Jason and Linda Zeller (Kathy Ward’s son and 

daughter); Jim Ziegler (Purple’s son-in-law) 

 

 



 

Christmas Greetings 

 
In past years we have invited people to take the money they would have used to send Christmas cards to people 

in the congregation and donate it to the Salvation Army families. We sent out a “Christmas Card” with the 

names of those who donated to bring you their Christmas Greetings.  

 

Last year the “Christmas Card” was mailed in mid-December and arrived in some people’s mail boxes in early 

February! We have also had a huge transition as Karen learns the ropes of being our Office Manager. In the 

process we didn’t think ahead to invite people to give to the “Christmas Card” effort.  

 

Church council suggested that this year we not sent out a separate card with names, but include a “Christmas 

Card” in the Weathervane. We apologize that this does not include names from donors, but please know that 

people have donated to the Salvation Army families instead of sending you a Christmas Card. From all who 

have given or are yet to give we bring you Christmas blessings! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We are supporting more than four deserving families this year 

through the Salvation Army! 

Please consider a donation for this cause and be sure to note  

“Christmas Families” on your check.  

Thank you as always for your generosity! 



A Message from the Resource Committee 
The response from our pledge drive for 2022 has been very encouraging. Many of the 
cards we have received are higher and we are so grateful for that. But many of our 
faithful givers have not yet returned a pledge card. There is no doubt that this year we 
do need to hear from you and hope that your circumstances will allow you to continue 
your support, or if possible, include an increase. Our church family, our dedicated staff, 
our historic building, and our mission recipients are depending on you. Thank you so 
much for your support. 
 

 

 
 

 Happy December Birthday!  
          

Dec 1  Jilliane Newman    Dec 16 Jordan Johnson 
Dec 2  Jean Logan, Chris Ieda    Dec 18 Judy White, Elliott Morgan 

      Dec 4  Betty Lyon, Marty Muehe,   Dec 19 Nancy Parsons 
 Alison Boldt     Dec 20 Jim DeMay, Thomas Rice 
Dec 6 Holly Bond              Dec 21 Alice Berry  

  Dec 7 Beth Uhlen, Brian Beiner    Dec 22 Debbie Jackson, Phoenix Hoffman 
Dec 8 Jim Ziegler     Dec 25 Stu Gillim, Jean Ingalls 
Dec 9 Hannah Weeden, William Uhlen Dec 27 Alan Lupton, Jessica Gilbert 
Dec 12 Gwen McCausland   Dec 30 Rich Morgan 
Dec 13 Sue Blaker     Dec 31  Helen Ellis, Michelle Nevin 
Dec 15 Patrick McAlpin     
   

~~ REMINDERS ~~ 
 

Annual Report information is due by Fri Dec 12 
 

All with an interest in learning more about a 2022 leadership role in the church 
should contact Debbie Wilbur at deborah.wilbur@icloud.com 

 

We’re still collecting printer ink cartridges and soda can tabs! 
Just drop off in the collection spot in the breezeway entrance. 

 

Have you checked the website lately? 
Or our Facebook page? 

Always something interesting and informative! 

mailto:deborah.wilbur@icloud.com
https://canandaiguachurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Firstconucc


 
 

Social Action Committee News 
 

Thank You! 
 

The numbers show what we already know. The FCC Congregation is 
amazingly generous with its time and gifts to local and international missions. 
Here are the results of our recently completed initiatives. 
 

• The overall collection for the What If Foundation in partnership with Na 
Rive in Port-au-Prince totaled just shy of $11,000! The lemonade 
stand sugar bowls received $1259. The Chicken BBQ manned by 12 
church Social Action and Congregational Life Committee Volunteers 
brought in $2145. And individual donations totaled $7595. Special 
Thanks to the DeMays, Jean Landes and the Congregational Life 

Committee. This makes such a difference to the 500 children at the Father Jeri School who 
suffer from malnutrition and food insecurity. When they and their families are sustained by your 
generosity, they can learn, grow and have the resilience to rebuild their troubled nation. 

 
• Connie Fredericks-Malone’s Benefit Concert held on October 17th brought in almost $6000, a 

heart-warming testimony to her talent and graciousness. Thanks also to the Special Events 
Committee, Jim Malone and Steve Brooks for donating their time and technical skills. The 
proceeds have been divided and donated to The Light Hill Comfort Care Home, Gleaner’s 
Kitchen and Family Promise of Ontario County. 

 
• Seventeen church members helped to set up and light a record 1658 candles at the Light the 

Hill Luminaria Celebration on November 16th. Thanks to the Gillims and Nyergeses for being 
team leaders. There was strong participation by our church family to purchase luminarias in 
memory of loved ones for All Saints Day. Many remarked that the display this year was the 
most beautiful so far. 

 
• Twelve families experiencing food insecurity received complete turkey dinners with all the 

fixings in Thanksgiving Food Baskets provided by you and assembled and distributed by Don 
and Marie Oakleaf of the Social Action Committee.  

 
• The November collection of gently-used coats and the snuggly warm knits from the Mitten Tree 

resulted in a treasure trove of gifts to the Salvation Army. Thanks to all who donated, to the 
Knitting Circle for the wonderful hand-made goods and to Debbie Lyon and Nancy Parsons for 
coordinating the efforts. 

 
  

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
 

If you are interested in giving an hour of your time to join 
the Canandaigua Red Kettle Bell Ringers this holiday 

season, please call Robin Tuesday-Thursday at the 
Salvation Army, 585-394-6968, ext. 111. 

 



 
 
 

Adult Mission Trip 
 

 

The Social Action committee is seeking skilled and 

unskilled volunteers for an adult mission trip to help 

rebuild the Eastwick neighborhood of Philadelphia. This 

section of Philadelphia was severely impacted by Tropical 

Storm Isaias on August 4, 2020 and has the highest 

concentration of wind and tornado damage to both 

structures and mechanical systems. Coordination of this 

rebuild is sponsored by the Southern PA Voluntary 

Organizations Active in Disaster.  

 

We are currently building a team to help with this effort! 

 

• Tentative dates are March 27-30 which includes 2 days of travel and 2 days of work 

• Housing is provided at a local church-sleeping rooms with cots, with access to a kitchen, 

showers, and TVs 

• There is no cost other than transportation 

and food 

• There is gated overnight parking  

• Vaccinations and updated tetanus shots are 

required 

• All Covid prevention guidelines are followed 

 

Interested people should contact the church office 

by January 1.  

 

An organizational meeting will be held in January. 

For more information and to answer questions, 

please contact Rev. Dawn. 

 



 

 

Christian Education Committee 

 

Calendar: 
 

December 5: Hybrid Sunday School; in-person Youth 

December 11: Youth ring Salvation Army Bell  

 Bell ringing at Runnings from 10 to 11;  

Pizza and card-making afterwards at the church 

December 12: Hybrid Sunday School; in-person Youth 

  Christmas Pageant will be shown online and in the sanctuary after the service 

December 19: Advent Workshop for all ages in the Sunday School rooms downstairs 

December 26: Informal service – no Youth or Sunday School  

 

 

Christmas Pageant – December 13 
 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, 

December 12. Again, this year it will be pre-recorded, and 

shown after the church service in the sanctuary and online.  

We hope you will join us for this light-hearted variation of the 

Christmas story! 
 

 

The Advent Workshop will be in person this year! Please join us on Sunday, December 19 

for lots of fun and a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus! All youth and Sunday School kids are 

welcome to participate in the return of this 

popular Advent activity! 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Youth will ring the bell for Salvation Army on Saturday,  

Dec 11, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Runnings. We will head over to church  

for pizza and Christmas card making. See Jon Schwab to sign up. 

 

 
 

Thank you for your contributions to the coat box and the turkey 
mitten tree! The youth have boxed up everything, and we have sent it 
over to the Salvation Army so that all of those items will find a new 
home! Thank you for sharing warmth this holiday season! 
 



Suzanne B. Underhill, Executive 

Director of Light Hill, sent her 

sincere thanks for FCC’s continued 

support and the very generous 

donation of over $1900 realized 

from the Connie Fredericks-Malone 

concert in October. 

 

 

 

Dear UCC Friends,  

 

Thank you for the lovely basket of flowers sent to me while I was a 

patient at Rehab.  Galen appreciated the visits by Church members 

and I enjoyed the greeting cards as well. 

 

Betsey Stout 

 

 

Dear Church Family,  

 

Thank you so much for the gorgeous centerpiece! It is honestly one 

of the most beautiful ones I have ever seen. Our family (or part of 

it) had an early Thanksgiving dinner here so it was especially 

meaningful!  Again, many thanks! I am coming along well from 

receiving my new valve!! 

 

With love and thanks, 

Barb Stahl



 
 

 

 

Welcome New 

Members!  
                

 

 

Please give a warm welcome these 

new members who officially joined us on 

 Sunday, November 21 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Nancy Bidlespacher 
 

 

                                         Delana Hey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                      

Sami Lindsey 

 

 

                                          Lynne Shoemaker 



 
 

 
 

December Calendar 
 

Thu Dec 2 9:00 
10-11:30 

6:30 

MLK Committee 
Hallelujah Adult Ed 
Bell Rehearsal – Hayes Room 

Sat Dec 4 10:00 
3:00 

Decorate for Christmas 
Camerata Concert 

Sun Dec 5 9:00 
10:30 

          11:45 

Choir 
Worship In Person & Live stream, Sunday School 
Deacon’s Meeting 

Tue Dec 7 8:00 
10:00 

Men’s Group 
Rug Hookers 

Wed Dec 8 4:00-5:00 Meditation Group-Social Room 
Thu Dec 9 10-11:30 

4:00 

6:30 

Hallelujah Adult Ed 
Staff Meeting-Hayes Room 

Bell Rehearsal – Hayes Room 
Sun Dec 12 9:00 

10:30 

Choir 

Worship In Person & Live stream, Sunday School 
Virtual Christmas Pageant at the end of the service 

Mon Dec 13 4:00 Trustees via Zoom 

Tue Dec 14 8:00 
9:30 

Men’s Group 
Building Security Inspection 

Thu Dec 16 10-11:30 
2:00 
6:30 

7:00 

Hallelujah Adult Ed 
Sacred Conversation on Race – Zoom  
Bell Rehearsal – Hayes Room 

Sacred Conversation on Race – Zoom  
Sun Dec 19 9:00 

10:30 
11:45 

Choir 

Worship In Person & Live stream, Sunday School 
Angel & Reader Rehearsal for Christmas Eve 
Advent Workshop 

Mon Dec 20 7:00 Sacred Conversation on Race Hot Buttons – Zoom 
Tue Dec 21 8:00 

10:00 
7:00 

Men’s Group 

Rug Hookers 
Council - Zoom 

Thu Dec 23 10-11:30 Hallelujah Adult Ed 

Fri Dec 24 5:00 Christmas Eve 
Sun Dec 26 10:30 Worship In Person & Live stream,  

Baptism of Madelyn Phillips (Sauter) 
Mon Dec 27  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
Fri Dec 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 



Staff & Committees  - 2021 

 
Pastor…..….................….Rev. Dawn Garrett-Larsen 

Office Manager……………………....Karen Noonan 

Christian Education Director…..….......Debbie Lyon 

Organist……………………….…….Denise Morphy 

Music Director…….…………..….……….Edie Rice 

Housekeeping…...…………….………Jamie Varney 
 

 

Board of Deacons 

*Bill Blaker Jean Ingalls     

*Guy Burns Jean Landes 

Jim DeMay Don Raw, Jr. 

Barbara Iglewski Kathy Ward    

 Jan Waxman 

Special Deacons: 

George Herren, Jim Hilton & Jay Garrett-Larsen 

  

 

Board of Trustees  

Steve Brooks Sue Hawkes 

*Linda Case Mike Parsons 

Marty Daniels Dan Rice 

Don DeSmith Larry Rowles   

 Laurie Stoutz 

  

Christian Education Committee 

Jessica Casellas Laura McAlpin 

Mickey Ely Anne Piorkowski 

Fred Henry Adeline Rudolph 

Delana Hey Jennifer Schneider 

Kelly Leasure *Ann Schwab 

Debbie Lyon Jon Schwab 

 

 

Congregational Life Committee  

Cathy Brooks Bonnie Maguire 

Lin Case Linda Orrell-Fair 

Karen DeMay   Logan Piorkowski 

Sue Hawkes Don Raw, Jr. 

George Herren Joan Ryan 

*Jean Landes Laurie Stoutz    

    

Pastor Parish Committee                                       

Cathy Brooks *Hannah Morgan    

Jerry Diver    Debbie Wilbur  

Barb Kutner  

 

Public Image Committee 

Alice Berry  George Herren 

Alison Boldt  Mara Huberlie 

Lindsey Boldt Mark LaRoche 

*Cathy Brooks Jon Schwab 

Jessica Casellas Jan Waxman 

  

Nominating Committee  

Cathy Brooks Laurie Stoutz 

Hannah Morgan *Debbie Wilbur                                                                

Moderator…………………...…… Hannah Morgan  
Vice Moderator……………………Cathy Brooks 

Clerk…………………………..….Debbie Wilbur 

Co-Treasurer…………...…..…….....Steve Brooks 

Co-Treasurer…………...…..…….....Tarry Shipley 

Assistant Treasurer……..….….......Marjorie Case 

Historian………………...….……..Carla DeMeco 

 
 

Resource Committee  

Curt Bailey Jim Hilton  

Steve Brooks  Mara Huberlie 

Daisy Case Tarry Shipley 

Carla DeMeco Tom Harradine   

*Laurie Stoutz    

Elaine Hilton    

 

 

Special Events Committee/Hospitality  

John Allen Judy Holcomb 

Carol Benner Jean Ingalls 

Alice Berry Barb Kutner 

Sue Blaker Betty Lyon 

Cheryl Bootes Cindy Mullen 

Linda Case Rhonda Nyerges 

Marjorie Case Anne Piorkowski 

Daisy Case  Isabella Piorkowski 

Jerry Diver Logan Piorkowski 

Carol Ennis Ann Schwab 

Gail Gilbert Janet Tenreiro 

Stu Gillim Kathy Ward 

*Sue Hawkes Jan Waxman 

 
 

Social Action Committee 

Lou Bliss Debbie Lyon 

Martha Daniels *Rhonda Nyerges 

Barb Davis Don Oakleaf 

Carla DeMeco Marie Oakleaf 

*Betsy Gillim Nancy Parsons 

Fred Henry Carol Peters 

Joe Kardesh Kathy Ward 

  

 

Worship Committee  

Bill Blaker *Kelly Meath 

Lou Bliss Denise Morphy 

Guy Burns Mike Parsons  

Jim DeMay Edie Rice 

Jerry Diver Adeline Rudolph 

Betsy Dresser Tim Schneider 

Nancy Gilbert Marianne Timms 

Carl Jackson                 Debbie Wilbur   

   
 

 

 


