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Incarnation 

The Christmas season exists because Jesus existed. We celebrate that God was willing to 

become flesh and live among us. We rejoice that the Holy One, who is infinitely more 

than we can possibly imagine, became a flawed and fragile human.  

We spend the weeks before Christmas anticipating the coming of the Christ Child. We 

don’t completely understand how it happened, but we trust and believe in the God who is 

always with us: Emmanuel.  

Quinn Caldwell put it this way in his Advent devotional All I Really Want: “This is what 

we celebrate: that God, who didn’t need one, got a body. That God was so hungry to be 

close to us that nothing—not eternity, not power, not immortality—was too much to give 

up; and nothing—not time, not weakness, not a mortal body—was too much to take on. 

This is what we celebrate: God with a body.  

So, it is fitting that so many of our Christmas traditions have to do with delights of the 

flesh: eating, drinking, singing, hugging and kissing, seeing gorgeous things, hearing 

beautiful sounds, and smelling good smells. Each is an opportunity for worship and 

praise. So today of all days, consecrated your fleshly pleasures to the God who 

consecrated your flesh by taking it on. Make them sacraments: Marvel at the miracle of 

food and drink. Be astounded by the sanctity of human touch. Wonder at the beauty 

around you. Delight in making and hearing sounds of praise. Bask in a delicious smell. 

Make love to the person you truly treasure. Celebrate with your body and say that God is 

great.  

On Christmas, this is what we celebrate: that bodies are good, that flesh is a gift, and that 

our God put them both on for us. Be sure you take some time to use yours to praise God 

today.” 

In every single thing, give thanks to God, for life itself is a gift. This Holy Season, we are 

invited to intentionally choose Hope and Peace and Joy and Love.  

Pay attention! Don’t let the days speed by without wondering what it would be like for 

the expansive divinity of God to become a human being. Use your imagination and allow 

the awesomeness of God’s incarnation to touch the depths of your soul.  

If you find yourself overwhelmed with love, drenched in peace, filled to the brim with 

hope and engulfed in ecstatic joy then you have discovered the mystery and miracle of 

the incarnation. May you all have a blessed Advent and awe-filled Christmas.  

       Grace and Peace,  

                                                                        Dawn  



 

 

Advent and Christmas  

Schedule of Events 

 Camerata Concert Saturday December 3 

in the chapel at 3 pm. 
 

 Second Sunday of Advent worship and 

Holy Communion December 4 at 10:30 am.  
 

 Our Messiah Sing-Along will take place 

on Sunday December 4 at St. John’s Church. 

Rehearsal at 1 pm and performance at 3 pm. 
 

 Third Sunday of Advent worship, New 

Members join on December 11 at 10:30 am.  
 

 Christmas Pageant following worship in the Chapel on December 11. 

We will take a few moments for Coffee Hour while the chapel is 

being set up for the pageant. Our children and youth will share with 

us the Christmas story at 11:45 am.  
 

 Recording of Christmas Day Service of Lessons and Carols on Thursday 

December 15 at 6:00 pm. This service will be live-streamed and will 

be made public for live stream worship on Christmas Morning which 

is a Sunday this year. The Choir will sing, the Handbell choir will play, 

the Children’s Choir will sing, and youth will play chimes, confirmand 

will help lead worship by reading lessons. Everyone is invited to 

attend and to sing along to the first verse of all your favorite carols 

as we record this Christmas Day Service.  
 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent worship with Youth Dramatic reading will 

take place on December 18 in the chapel at 10:30 am, the children 

and youth will have their Advent Workshop during Sunday School.  
 

 A Christmas Carol will be performed as a one man show by Kim 

Tenreiro in the Chapel at 1:00 pm. Proceeds from this performance 

will benefit the Restoration project.  
 

 Christmas Eve Worship will be held at 5:00 pm in the Chapel and will 

also be live streamed. Participants and their families will have first 

priority in seating. The chapel will only accommodate 150 people, so 

we invite you to plan accordingly.  
 

 On New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, we will have in person worship 

at 10:30 am with Holy Communion as we celebrate the beginning of a 

New Year!  
 

 

Church Christmas Card 
 

Each year we invite you to donate the money you would otherwise spend on 
sending Christmas Cards to your friends in the Church. The Church Council voted 
to send out an e-Christmas Card rather than a physical mailing this year. The 
funds collected will be used for the Restoration project. If you are interested in 
participating, please send a check to the church office or place your check in the 
offering plate with “Christmas Card” in the memo line. Your donation should be 

received by December 18 so that we can include your name on the card. Thank you for your generosity 
as you bring Christmas greetings and joy to your friends and fellow church members!  
  
 



 

             Christmas Eve Offering 
 

At Christmas time we think of those who are in need. This year our Christmas Eve 
Offering will go to the fund providing gas and food cards to people in need. This is a 
vital part of our mission and outreach to the community. Our gift cards assist people in 
true need: the newly laid off, the newly employed trying to make it to their first 
paycheck, those trying to stretch their food stamps at the end of the month, Mothers and Fathers 
looking to feed their children. They are so grateful for our assistance! 

 

 

Christmas Eve in the Chapel 
 

As much as we all wish that we could be back in the Sanctuary for Christmas 

Eve worship, it is not looking like there is any possibility that the sanctuary will be 

finished, the scaffolding down, the organ put back together, the sanctuary 

cleaned and the furniture, hymnals, bibles, live stream set up, and microphones 

moved and set up by December 24. There is just too much left to do in a short 

time.  

If there is one thing that COVID has taught us, it is that we have to be flexible 

and accommodating. We have learned to participate in worship via live 

stream. We have learned that we can worship with different spacing than we 

are used to.  

Our plan is to hold a traditional Christmas Eve service in the chapel this year. We 

have already met to revise Angel choreography. We plan to follow the tradition 

from the Sanctuary while taking into account a different space.  

Because of space constraints, the hand bell choir will play for the Christmas Day 

service but will not play before the Christmas Eve service. The rest of the service 

will feel very familiar.  

The choir will sing at 4:30 and the congregation will sing the usual carols. A bell 

will toll, college students will be readers who lead the service, and High school 

students will be angels. The congregation will have candles that are lit at the 

end of the service. We will do everything in our power to capture the beauty 

and magic of the Christmas Eve Service while making slight changes to 

accommodate the space.  

Please be aware that our fire code capacity in the chapel is 150. We invite you 

to consider whether you will live stream the service or join us in person. The 

seating is limited so we ask that you be mindful that if the seats in the chapel are 

full, we may have to send people home to live stream.  

I have eleven people at my house at Christmas. Jay and I will attend in person 

because we are both participating in the service, but the other nine will live 

stream from home. If you plan to join us via live stream, we invite you to find a 

candle or many candles, and a lighter or matches so that you can participate 

in the spreading of the light.  

We hope and pray that next year we will be 

able to have our traditional Christmas Eve 

service in the sanctuary. This year we will have 

to choose to be thankful that we have the 

option to worship in the Chapel which serves 

us well while the sanctuary is under restoration.  

Whether you join us online or in person, we are 

thankful for you and hope that you will join us 

as we celebrate the birth of Jesus!  



 

Message From Our Moderator 
 

 

The winter is finally here, with sudden cold and 

snow after a warm November. Time for 

celebrating Christmas.  

 

A reminder to all that our Christmas Eve service 

will be held in the Chapel. This means that 

seating will be limited to 150 people. The 

service will be live streamed and can be 

viewed either live, or later on YouTube. Despite 

the space limitations, we continue to be grateful to have our beautiful 

Chapel as we await the completion of the sanctuary restoration project.  

 

Christmas décor around the church and outdoors is simple this year. We 

can still appreciate the beauty of the candlelight, the greenery of the 

wreaths, and the bright red poinsettias. Not to mention the angels, and 

the beautiful music from our choir.  

 

It’s also the time of year when the Nominating Committee meets, to assist 

in filling the openings in our church committees. As for all the committees I 

have featured this year—many thanks for the service you do to support 

the work of our Church.  
  

Nominating Committee 

This committee is responsible for recruiting church members to serve 

on various church committees and as church officers.  

 

The Nominating Committee meets formally near the end of each 

year to evaluate the needs of each committee prior to the Annual 

Meeting to be held the following February. Committee Chairs notify 

the Nominating Committee prior to this meeting regarding any 

openings they have.  

 

At the Annual Meeting, new committee members and church 

officers are voted in by the congregation.  

 

Occasionally committees have openings during the year due to 

unexpected resignations. Chairs may contact the Nominating 

Committee for help in filling the positions.  

 

Nominating Committee Members: Debbie Wilbur*, Cathy Brooks*, 

Carol Benner, Laurie Stoutz  

 

 

A Happy, Merry Holiday Season to all!  

 

Cathy Brooks 

Church Moderator 

cathybrooks81@gmail.com 
 



 

 

2023 Pledge Update 
 

A heartfelt thank-you to all of you who have 

sent in your pledges. We gratefully appreciate 

those of you who were able to increase your 

pledge this year. It is important for our 

budget planning to have a good understanding 

of the amount we can use to preserve the 

physical and fiscal health of this Church. We 

hope you have heard our inspirational 

Resource Speakers and they have helped you understand the importance of 

a prayerful commitment to making your pledge. (Transcripts of some of 

their heartfelt comments can be found following the Staff &  

Committee List if you wish to review them.) 

 

Please remember to send in your 2023 pledge as soon as possible. To date 

the church has received responses from 70% of people who pledged last 

year, and we are approximately $31,000 short of the 

amount in pledges we received last year. 

 

For those who have not yet pledged please do so this week. You may 

contact Karen at the office for a pledge card if you need one. Each gift is 

valued and appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts for Families in Need this Christmas 

As we have in the past, we will be providing the opportunity to buy gifts for children in 

need this Christmas.  Ann Schwab and our Youth will have a table at Coffee Hour with 

cards that you can pick up. On that card you will have all the information you need about 

the child: age, size, wants or needs.  

Please do not wrap the gifts but return them with the card. We will sort the cards and gifts 

into families and the parents will be able to be involved by wrapping the gifts for their 

children.  You are welcome to provide wrapping paper if you choose.   

If you are joining us for worship online but not in person, you can call the office for a 

card, and we will read or email you the information. If you do not wish to go shopping 

but would like to help support a family in need, you may send a check or use the PayPal 

donation button to make a financial contribution.  Please note in the memo line 

“Christmas Gifts.” All funds received will be split between families and a gift card will 

be given to parents for them to be able to buy gifts for their children.  

The table to distribute cards will be up on Dec. 4 and 11.  Please return gifts by 

December 18.  Thank you for your generosity.  

 



 
Christian Education Committee 

 

December Calendar: 
 

December 4:   Christmas Pageant rehearsal 
Children’s choir sings – be here by 10:10 to rehearse 
 

December 11:   Christmas Pageant! 
Rehearsal during regular service time;  
Performance in the chapel after the service 

December 15:   Recording of Christmas Day service 
December 18:   Youth dramatic reading in church 

Advent Workshop for all ages in the Sunday School 
rooms downstairs 
Christmas Eve angel rehearsal 

December 25:   Pre-recorded service - no Youth or Sunday School  
 
 
 
 

Christmas Pageant – December 11 
 

 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, 

December 11 Live and in-person!  There will be a brief pause 

after the service for coffee hour, then please return to the chapel 
for the performance.  We hope you will join us for this year’s telling 
of the Christmas story! 
 

 

The Advent Workshop will be in person this year!  Please join us on Sunday, 

December 18 for lots of fun and a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus!  All youth and Sunday 
School kids are welcome to participate in the 
return of this popular Advent activity! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions to the coat box and the 
turkey mitten tree!  The youth have boxed up everything, 
and we have sent it over to the Salvation Army so that all 
of those items will find a new home!  Thank you for sharing 
warmth this holiday season! 

 

 



Sacred Conversations on Race  

All Are Welcome Project  

First Congregational Church 

Canandaigua 
 

The All are Welcome fund raiser was a project 

born of the “Sacred Conversations on Race” 

series, organized in our church, that many 

participated in last year via Zoom. When 

completed, several of the participants wondered 

“given all this new knowledge, how can we 

make a difference?” The suggestion of raising 

money for Canandaigua’s Wood Library to fund 

books for children and young adults about 

diversity was discussed and chosen as a worthy project.  

 

Young people need a means to explore and discuss diversity in our 

community, as well as the amazing diversity in our world. A committee 

was formed and met to discuss details with the children’s and young adult 

librarians, and this fall the committee came together to finalize plans.  

 

We are very fortunate that Wood Library has an extensive collection on 

diversity. What was decided was to finance kits that would be very 

beneficial to young people used under the guidance of librarians, teachers, 

parents, families, scout leaders, or other group leaders. The kits will 

typically have ten titles, related activities, projects, craft ideas, and 

supporting materials for discussion included. This will allow young people 

to have “book club” types of opportunities to study together with 

supervision.  

 

Because Wood Library is a part of the OWWL (Ontario, Wayne, Wyoming, 

and Livingston Counties) Library System, these kits will be available to 

many, many young people throughout the area, and their mentors.  

 

We anticipate continuing to work with Wood Library to be partners in 

further library related projects. Thank you very much for your support of 

this worthwhile project! 

 

Barb Stahl, Chair 

 

 

 
Friends Helping Friends 

 

Do you need a ride? Can you provide a ride? 

 

Do you need a ride to a doctor's visit 

or a run to the Drug Store? 

- OR -  

Can you occasionally provide a lift to an  

FCC member in need of assistance? 

If so, please contact Mike Parsons at  

585-743-0012 to coordinate. 

 

Your help will be greatly appreciated! 



Trustees Project Update from Nancy Parsons 
 

The sanctuary restoration project is in a time of transition. Two weeks 

ago, we bid good-by to Peter Poulin and his brother-in-law Rick as they 

spent their final day in the sanctuary on plaster clean-up. They have 

provided expertise and commitment as they restored our historic ceiling 

and walls. After building a solid relationship over 16 weeks, many of us 

will miss them and Peter’s stories of the “how to” of plaster restoration. 

We will also miss his description of being called to repair churches. 

With Peter’s departure, the dumpster has gone, and the stairwell 

scaffolding will be removed to provide the painters greater access to the 

walls. 

 

Swiatek painters, Corey (Brett’s nephew) 

and Matt are eleven days into the job. 

They have primed ceiling, walls, and 

staircase walls and applied color samples 

to ceiling and walls which Brett 

presented to Trustees and Council in 

September. These are the colors that the 

Congregation approved last month. We 

don’t know yet when their job will be 

complete, but they are underway. 

Expectations are that their work will 

take six weeks, perhaps more. 

 

A contract for the final clean-up will has been signed with Josephine’s 

Cleaning Services. This Canandaigua cleaning service has a long track 

record for environmentally sound clean-up with experience in Rochester at 

the St. Ann’s Home, Jewish Home and numerous other institutions and 

large businesses. Josephine’s will work cooperatively with Parsons Organ 

at cleaning the sanctuary in preparation for the organ reinstallation when 

it becomes possible. 

 

Regina Schneider, one of our youth members, is exploring with Trustees 

the possibility of recruiting a youth cleaning crew for the cushions. Regina 

plans this effort as a leadership requirement for her National Honor 

Society membership leadership requirement. 

 

Talis continues to work on our historic windows, and we expect their 

return after the painting is complete. As you may recall, the north 

windows will not be restored until into 2023, as required by the DAR grant 

application. We will learn about a possible DAR grant award in 2023. 

 

The Trustees continue to be pleased with 

the contractors we have chosen for this 

restoration of our beautiful, historic 

sanctuary. They have been cooperative and 

responsive as they competently practice 

their various trades…craftsmen all in the 

best sense of the word. 

 

And, some very good news! Tarry Shipley, 

our grant writer, was recently advised that 

the NYS Landmarks Conservancy has 

awarded our church $10,000.00 to be used toward the window restoration!  

 



 

HOLIDAY FUN MEANS 

LOTS OF POP TABS! 
 

Make a game of it this holiday season, 

get the kids involved – collect your 

pop tabs and help Ronald McDonald 

Charities!  
 

AND… pop tabs don’t just come on 

canned beverages. Find them on LOTS 

of canned food items: soup, olives, 

sardines/anchovies, and MORE!  

 

Not that this is a competition or anything, but… Sue Hawkes wants us to 

know that we are way ahead of St. John’s in our friendly collection 

contest – let’s end the year strong! 

 

 

NEED TO BORROW… 
Do you have a HEPA filter vacuum that could 

be loaned to the church for a short time? 

 

Our sanctuary pew upholstered seats and 

backs need to be cleaned before we move 

back into the sanctuary. A HEPA filter 

vacuum will work nicely for our volunteer 

crew to do the job safely and efficiently.  

 

If you can loan us your vacuum for a few days, please contact 

Nancy or Mike Parsons at 585-743-0012 or email 

parsonsme51@gmail.com. Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Parish Committee 
 

Your Pastor Parish Committee’s primary purpose is to work for positive 

relationships between the Pastor and members of the Church. The 

Committee is a sounding board and support for the Pastor and a liaison 

between the Pastor and the congregation. 

 

Pastor Parish Committee members are approachable and available to the 

whole church:  

 

Cathy Brooks: cathybrooks81@gmail.com 

Jennifer Brownell: jennbrownell@aol.com  

Lin Case: lcase@brockport.edu 

Larry Rowles: bunker1118@aol.com 

Heidi Schwarz: heilieka@gmail.com  

  

mailto:parsonsme51@gmail.com
mailto:cathybrooks81@gmail.com
mailto:jennbrownell@aol.com
mailto:lcase@brockport.edu
mailto:bunker1118@aol.com
mailto:heilieka@gmail.com


Spotlight on New 2022 Members! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
            Sue Geraci 

Kay Michelinie 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Lynne Peffley 
                                                                                             John & Susie Shafer 

 
 

Happy December Birthdays! 
 

1 Jillaine Newman 16 Jordan Johnson 

2 Jean Logan ~ Chris Ieda 18 Judy White ~ Elliott Morgan 
3 Judi Stewart 19 Nancy Parsons 
4 Betty Lyon ~ Marty Muehe ~ Alison Henry 20 Jim DeMay ~ Thomas Rice 

6 Holly Bond 21 Alice Berry 
7 Beth Uhlen ~ Brian Beiner 22 Debbie Jackson 
9 Hannah Weeden ~ William Uhlen 25 Stu Gillim ~ Jean Ingalls 

12 Gwen McCausland 27 Alan Lupton ~ Jessica Gilbert 
13 Sue Blaker 30 Rich Morgan 

15 Patrick McAlpin 31 Helen M. Ellis ~ Michelle Nevin 
 
 

Prayer List 
 

Ancy & Family (Fred Henry’s friend); Carol Birx (friend of the Casellas Family) ;Marjorie Case; Cheryl 

(Jennifer Maxfield’s sister-in-law); Judy Clark (friend of the Casellas Family); Abby Coons (Carl & JoAnn 

Reed’s friend); Cathy Coots; Bob DeSantis (Dorice & Don Raw, Sr.’s friend); Marilyn DeSmith; Kade Dolan 

(Bonnie & John Maguire’s son); Steve & Diane Fuchs (Karen’s friends); Max Grossman (George Herren’s 

friend); Carin Herren; Linda Hudick (Karen’s friend); Barb & Wally Iglewski; John (Lin’s nephew); Sue 

Kotalik; Lu Krahl; Dennis Maxfield; Paul (Dennis Maxfield’s brother) ; Bernard (Karen Maxfield’s uncle); 

Frank McAlpin (Patrick McAlpin's father); Norine (Marilyn DeSmith’s friend); Kathleen Piper (friend of 

George and Carin Herren); Chris Pritchard (Rick, Cindy Mullen & George Herren’s friend); Don Raw, Sr.; 

Adam Robb (Barb & Milan Kutner’s nephew); Ruth (friend of Jim & Elaine Hilton); Pat Smith; Dr. Steven 

Smith & Family (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ friends); Robin Wisniewski (Alicia Francis’ mom); Josh Yeo (Barb 

Stahl’s friend); Jason Zeller (Kathy Ward’s son);  Jim Ziegler 



 

 
 

Church Calendar 
 

Thu Dec 1 10:00 
4:00 

Adult Education/Advent 
Staff Meeting/Hayes Rm 

Fri Dec 2 9:30 Piano Tuner/Chapel & Social Room 

Sat Dec 3 10:30 
3:00 

DAR/Social Room 
Camerata/Chapel 

Sun Dec 4 9:00 
10:30 
11:45 

3:00 

Choir 
Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
Messiah Sing/St. John’s 

Mon Dec 5 3:00 Called to Care/Hayes Room 

Tue Dec 6 8:00 
10:00 

7:00 

Men’s Group 
Rug Hookers 
Trustees (one time date change) 

Wed Dec 7 6:30 Bell Rehearsal 

Thu Dec 8 10:00 
7:30 

Adult Education/Advent 
Sacred Conversations on Race/Zoom 

Sun Dec 11 9:00 
10:30 
11:45 

Choir 
Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant 

Tue Dec 13 8:00 
10:00 

7:00 

Men’s Group 
Rug Hookers 
Council/Zoom (one time date change) 

   

Wed Dec 25 6:30 Bell Rehearsal 

Thu Dec 15 10:00 
6:00 

Adult Education/Advent 
Recording Christmas Day Service 

Sun Dec 18 9:00 
10:30 

 
11:45 

1:00 

Choir 
Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 
Advent Workshop 
Christmas Eve Angel Rehearsal 
A Christmas Carol 

Tue Dec 20 8:00 
10:00 

Men’s Group 
Rug Hookers 

Sat Dec 24 5:00 Christmas Eve Service 

Sun Dec 25  Christmas Day ~ Virtual Service 

Mon Dec 26  Office Closed in Celebration of Christmas Day 

Tue Dec 27 8:00 
10:00 

Men’s Group 
Rug Hookers 

Sat Dec 31  New Year’s Eve 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Staff & Committees ~ 2022  
 

Pastor…..…..................Rev. Dawn Garrett-Larsen Moderator……….…………...…… Cathy Brooks  

Office Manage………………….... Karen Noonan Vice Moderator…..….......………...……Lin Case 

Christian Education Director…….....Debbie Lyon Clerk………….……..…….…..….Debbie Wilbur 

Organist…………………………. Denise Morphy Co-Treasurer………..…….…..….....Steve Brooks 

Music Director…….…….…........……. Edie Rice Co-Treasurer…………...…..............Tarry Shipley 

Housekeeping…...……......….….…Jamie Varney Assistant Treasurer…….……….....Marjorie Case 

 Historian………………....………..Carla DeMeco 

Board of Deacons  

*Bill Blaker        Peggy Hollister Resource Committee 

*Guy Burns        Barbara Iglewski Curt Bailey              Sue Hawkes 

Jim DeMay        Jean Landes Steve Brooks           Elaine Hilton 

Jim Hilton          Dave Sauter Daisy Case              Jim Hilton 

 Carla DeMeco         Tarry Shipley 

Special Deacons: Tom Harradine        *Laurie Stoutz 

George Herren, Jay Garrett-Larsen  

 Special Events/Hospitality Committee 

Board of Trustees John Allen                Jean Ingalls 

Steve Brooks          *Mike Parsons Carol Benner            Barb Kutner 

Karen DeMay         Nancy Parsons Alice Berry               Betty Lyon 

Marty Daniels         Dan Rice *Sue Blaker              Cindy Muller 

Steve Kane             Laurie Stoutz Lin Case                   Rhonda Nyerges 

John Maguire Marjorie Case           Judy Patchen   

 Daisy Case               Anne Piorkowski 

Christian Education Committee Jerry Diver               Isabella Piorkowski 

Jessica Casellas       Laura McAlpin Carol Ennis              Logan Piorkowski 

Mickey Ely             Anne Piorkowski Gail Gilbert              Ann Schwab 

Fred Henry             Siu Lan Schroeter Stu Gillim                Janet Tenreiro 

Delana Hey            Jennifer Schneider Sue Hawkes             Kathy Ward 

Kelly Leasure        *Ann Schwab Judy Holcomb          Jan Waxman 

Debbie Lyon          *Jon Schwab  

Karen Maxfield Social Action Committee 

 Martha Daniels            Don Oakleaf 

Congregational Life Committee Barb Davis                   Marie Oakleaf 

Cathy Brooks         Bonnie Maguire Carla DeMeco             Nancy Parsons 

Lin Case                 Linda Orrell-Fair *Betsy Gillim              Judy Patchen 

Sue Hawkes            Logan Piorkowski Fred Henry                  Carol Peters 

George Herren        Joan Ryan Joe Kardesh                 Sheila Reynolds 

Judy Holbomb        Lynne Shoemaker Debbie Lyon                Kathy Ward 

*Jean Landes *Rhonda Nyerges 

  

Pastor Parish Committee                                       Worship Committee 

*Cathy Brooks        Larry Rowles Bill Blaker                   Mike Parsons 

Jennifer Brownell   Heidi Schwarz Lou Bliss                     Judy Patchen 

Lin Case Jerry Diver                  Edie Rice 

 Betsy Dresser              Adeline Rudolph 

Public Image Committee Nancy Gilbert             Tim Schneider 

*Cathy Brooks       Sue Hawkes Carl Jackson               Heidi Schwarz 

Jessica Casellas     George Herren Kelly Meath               Marianne Timms 

 Carol Milligan            Kathy Ward 

Nominating Committee Denise Morphy          Debbie Wilbur 

Carol Benner         Laurie Stoutz  

*Cathy Brooks      *Debbie Wilbur Updated 11/22/2022 

 
 

  



Resource Comments 
 

First Congregational Church 
Resource Comments from Lynne Peffley 

11/13/2022 
 
Good morning! As Dawn said, my name is Lynne, and I am one of the newest members of 
your congregation having joined this past June. However, I have been part of a church 
community since my late 20s when I joined the Presbyterian Church USA. Prior to now, I was 
a member of two different congregations. For the last thirty-some years, the church and my 
faith community have played an integral role in my life. During that time, I have held almost 
every committee position and ordained office there is to hold. I tried to participate in as much 
adult education as I could to learn about my faith and that includes thoughts and practices 
around Stewardship and pledging to the church.  
 

Unlike the Maguires and John Schwab, who spoke to you in previous weeks about their 
relationships with this church and why they support the church with their pledges, I haven’t yet 
formed the deep attachments to the people, the ministries and the building that they, and many 
of you, have. However, I am actively working on making those connections. As you can see, I 
joined the wonderful choir; I recently wrote a Spotlight article for the newsletter and I am now 
speaking to you today on behalf of the Resource Committee. 
 

 I want to speak specifically about what stewardship means to me and why I believe that 
making an annual ledge is important. To those of you who have already sent in your pledge 
cards, thank you so much for your commitment to the church and I ask that you please indulge 
me as I speak directly to those out there who haven’t yet filled out their cards and to those who 
typically give, but may never have actually done so through pledging. 
 

For me, pledging my monetary support is a component of the larger concept of Stewardship 
which I understand as “the prayerful work of managing our time, talents and treasure to bring 
about God’s kingdom on earth.” Much like worship and prayer, pledging is a spiritual discipline. 
I deliberately work on each to grow in my faith journey. For worship, I of course focus on the 
offering of my voice to the choir to glorify God and support the congregation in singing praise; I 
enjoy being a lay reader (which I will sign up for soon!); I work on finding ways to bring the 
weekly message from the sermon into my daily life and I am restored by the Lord’s Supper. 
For the spiritual discipline of prayer, I strive to find moments to read the Bible, and to be 
reflective and in conversation with God throughout the busyness of daily life. 
 

 So too, my giving to the church is a discipline- something to which I try to give deliberate 
thought and import. As John Schwab said last week, a pledge is a solemn promise in that it is 
made with deep sincerity. I have a plaque that hangs in my bedroom which I can read and 
reflect on each day. It says, ‘God Grace Gratitude”.  God has shown me grace and has been 
generous with me in innumerable ways and I am compelled to be generous to God’s world and 
God’s people in return. 
 

There are 3 reasons I believe that making a pledge to the church really matters. The first is the 
‘practical’ yet significant reason that it empowers the ministry of the church. Each committed 
pledge strengthens the vitality and sustainability of the ministries which reflect our faith and 
values. A pledge is an estimate that helps the boards of the church know what they can expect 
so they can build a budget for the upcoming year that will support all that the church is and 
does. 
 

Secondly, a pledge empowers the giver with accountability and ownership. A pledge is 
intentional and planned. When I pledge, I am making a conscious choice to make my church-
giving a priority along with all the other things I need to put my money toward. Biblically 
speaking, that means my pledge is taken from my “First Fruits”. The money I give is woven in 
with my mortgage/rent, utilities, food, insurance-all of life’s responsibilities. By pledging, my 
giving is not a random afterthought—” Oops, it’s Sunday, let’s see what I have left in my 
checkbook or my wallet.” And, pledging actually makes my life easier because the decision 
has already been made and I don’t need to figure out every week, what am I going to give? Or 
what do I have left to give?  I know what I pledged and what I need to have ready to put into 
the plate. And I am empowered with ownership as my pledge is my way of saying, “Yes, 
church, I’m in!” 
 



And finally, the third and most important reason I believe pledging matters is that it empowers 
my identity as a child of God trying to live in the ways of Jesus and as a participating member 
of this faith community. Filling out a pledge card (regardless of the amount), says, “I am part of 
something larger than myself. I stand in solidarity with a family of believers in pursuit of the 
same vision–to love God and love God’s people and, I believe in what we are doing as a 
church and who we are becoming together in Christ.”  
 

So, I encourage all of you here today and those streaming at home who have yet to fill out a 
pledge card to prayerfully consider doing so now. Join me in the spiritual practice of pledging 
so that, together, we can live into being partners in God’s work in the world. Thank you for your 
time. 
 

1st Congregational Church Pledge Message 
from Jim & Elaine Hilton 

 
 MUSIC……Music has played an important part in my church life experiences from the 
time I learned to sing "Jesus Loves Me" as a child in Sunday School, and continuing through 
many years singing in choirs, and then as the organist at our church in Endwell, New York, for 
22 years. Jim and I returned to this area, where we were both born and raised, and when we 
were looking for a church home in 2016, we visited 1st Congregational Church, where we were 
inspired by the music, and in the choir, there were friends we knew from singing in the Finger 
Lakes Chorale.  
  
 But it wasn't just the music that made us choose to join this church.  In those early 
Sunday School days, I learned Jesus' instruction to "love one another, and your neighbor as 
yourself", and this congregation clearly heard that call, with food collections, the mitten tree, 
support of school children in Haiti, and many other outreach missions. 
 
 I've also appreciated the opportunities to increase my faith by participating in study 
groups, especially the Sacred Conversation on Race. 
 
 Another memory I have from childhood is the little box of envelopes that was on a shelf 
in our kitchen.  I think I didn't know what a "pledge" meant at the time, but my parents took an 
envelope, enclosed a donation, and put it in the offering plate each Sunday.  They took 
seriously their commitment to the church and its ministry in the community and the world and 
set an example for me. 
 
Elaine Hilton 11/20/2022 
 
 

What Elaine said and what Bonnie Maguire, Jon Schwab, and Lynne Peffley have said.  It’s about 
people, programs, and place.  In every church that we’ve joined as a couple we attended, participated, 
made close friends, and had the opportunity to become better people through worship and outreach.  
And as we matured in our faith and looked for new churches when we moved, the programs that our 
prospective churches were involved in became important.  So that’s the people and programs.   
 

Now about the places.  I too was attracted to this congregation because of people and programs.  But 
it was also because of the handsome structure that stands next door.  It reminded me architecturally of 
the two UCC churches that we joined when we lived as a young married couple in Massachusetts.  I 
think most of us agree that we are fortunate to have inherited this treasure.  We are also blessed that 
the Historic Building Preservation fund was created to care for its future needs and will pay for a 
majority of the ongoing sanctuary project.  
 

Because of that project some stress was put on our ability to fully support the 2023 pledge campaign.  
That income is needed to continue the remarkable work that this church carries out.  To those who 
have already agreed to support this challenge, thank you!  And results to date are promising.  But we 
are not yet where we need to be to make up for that investment in our building and to continue and 
even grow the many programs that have had our support in the past. 
 

So here is the final public plea from the Resource Committee.  The 2023 program budget needs to be 
created soon.  Anticipated income is crucial to that task.  If you have already submitted your pledge, 
again, thank you!  If you haven’t yet pledged and intend to, please, please do that soon. 
 
Jim Hilton 
11/20/22 


