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FROM THE PASTOR  
 

 

There is a chill in the air. The bright yellow goldenrod 
is beginning to turn rusty brown. School has started. 
Boats are being put up for the season. The leaves 
have begun their marvelous transformation. Yellows 
and oranges and reds contrast with the green of 
summer. Fall is upon us.  
 
Our Sunday School theme this year, “Making All 
Things New” couldn’t be more appropriate. We are in 
the midst of a monumental restoration project that 
will make our sanctuary new. Watching the progress 

through the summer and early fall has been an incredible process. If you haven’t seen the pictures, 
take a look on the website for a glimpse into the intense and painstaking work involved in digging out 
each crack, making sure that what remains is firm and then repairing each hole or crack with layers 
upon layers of thin historic-compatible plaster.  
 
Making all things new does not involve waving a magic wand and poof, the pumpkin becomes a 
stagecoach. The process requires patience and attention to detail. The phrase I hear over and over 
again about this restoration is “If we are going to do it, we should do it right!” I believe that this 
congregation has worked incredibly hard and donated generously to allow us to “do this right.”  
 
I hope and pray that we might possibly be back in the sanctuary for Christmas Eve this year, but we 
aren’t going to cut corners to make that happen. We need to do it right. We all need to be prepared for 
the reality that the sanctuary may not be finished by the end of December.  
 
Nobody can forecast the exact time when the sanctuary will be completed. We have been, and 
continue to work with, five major contractors and multiple supporting companies representing many 
moving parts to make the sanctuary new again. 
  
We have been so fortunate that the plastering has been moving along steadily. Do you remember how 
much time was involved in preparing the sanctuary for the plastering to begin? The move out, covering 
the surfaces with plastic, removing the organ pipes, protecting the console, putting up the scaffolding, 
removing the wall sconces, putting in a temporary construction door, etc. Now think about doing that 
in reverse but add on cleaning up the plaster dust throughout the sanctuary!  
 
It is a lot of work to do a new thing! But it’s worth it. When Peter is finished with the cracks in the walls 
on the balcony level, he’ll move to the floor level and then Brett, the painter, will begin to prime the 
ceiling.  
 
Painting will take about six weeks. Once the painting is complete, the scaffolding company will return 
to remove the main scaffolding, but extra scaffolding must be put up to make it possible to replace the 
organ pipes. Parson’s Organ will clean and replace all the pipes and then the organ must be tuned. 
 
Then comes the cleaning of the sanctuary! The protective plastic has helped to prevent much of the 
plaster dust from settling on the pews and floor, but there will certainly be a great deal of cleaning that 
must be done. We are also planning to steam clean the cushions that may well not have been cleaned 
in a long time!  
 
Finally, the furniture, cushions, hymnals, bibles, pulpit and sound system as well as the live streaming 
equipment must be reinstalled to make the sanctuary ready for worship.  
 
We must be prepared for the reality that this new thing we are doing might just run into the New Year. 
But we are not going to cut corners at this point because we want to do this right! When we are able to 
return to the sanctuary, what a joyful day it will be! Thank you to everyone for your support through 
this time of restoration.          Dawn  



Message From Our Moderator 
 
 

Our Church and Our Chapel 
 

Our church, or “meeting house,” has been standing tall on 

Canandaigua’s Main St. for centuries. The simple, elegant look of our 

sanctuary is beloved by our congregation and our community.  

 

During the sanctuary restoration process, we have been shown evidence of the plastering and painting 

work that was done over the many years of the building’s history. Recently, on the recommendation of 

the painter, who is a specialist in painting historical buildings, and the Church Council, the congregation 

voted to make some modest changes to the paint colors. These changes will accentuate some of the 

sanctuary’s most important features—windows and ceiling--and will further enhance the space where 

we worship, while preserving its simplicity and its beauty.    

 

The chapel is also beautiful, although its style is a striking contrast 

to that of the original church, which was built in Federal-style 

architecture. Now that weekly services have been held there since 

July, for many of us it’s the first time we have really noticed the 

decorative details of the chapel. The interior and exterior are 

ornate, with colorful, intricate windows. So, what is the chapel’s 

history? And why does it look so completely different from the 

original church?   

 

 

Here are a few facts:   

 

• The chapel was built in 1872-1873 for the purpose of housing the Sunday School. It was erected 

with funds donated primarily by Mary Thompson. She favored Gothic Revival, an ornamental 

architectural form featuring pointed arches and stained glass, a style that was fashionable at the time. 

 

• During this same period, there was a movement among some members of the church to replace 

the aging church building with a new structure in that same Gothic design. However, in a 

congregational meeting concerning replacing the church, the motion was voted down--mostly 

because of the excessive cost of $45,000 (equal to about $1,050,000 today), and also because 

there were enough members who were not in favor of the architectural style of the chapel.   

 

• The windows on the east wall of the chapel cost $1800 (about $40,000 in 

today’s dollars), an amount that was donated by a group of church members. 

Each window memorializes a church member who passed away and contains an 

inscription in their memory. It is unknown who was commissioned to make these 

windows. An online search of stained-glass window makers in Western New 

York in the 1870s turns up the Buffalo Stained Glass Works, a prominent 

company at the time. But unless further information is uncovered, we can only 

guess the source.  

 

Thanks to Carla DeMeco, our church historian, for providing documents about 

the history of the chapel, written in 1973, 1983, and 2000. The restoration project 

has given us the opportunity to appreciate—even more than we did before-- both 

the original church and the chapel.  

 
 

Pastor Parish Committee 
 

The Pastor Parish Committee’s primary purpose is to work for positive relationships between the 
Pastor and members of the Church. The Committee is a sounding board and support for the Pastor and 
a liaison between the Pastor and the congregation. Pastor Parish Committee members are 
approachable and available to the whole church:   
 

Cathy Brooks:    cathybrooks81@gmail.com  Lin Case:   lcase@brockport.edu 
Jennifer Brownell:    jennbrownell@aol.com  Larry Rowles:   bunker1118@aol.com 
Heidi Schwarz:   heilieka@gmail.com  

 

Cathy Brooks, Church Moderator 

mailto:cathybrooks81@gmail.com
mailto:lcase@brockport.edu
mailto:jennbrownell@aol.com
mailto:bunker1118@aol.com
mailto:heilieka@gmail.com


 

Painting Designs Approved! 

 

At the September 25 Congregational Meeting following 

worship, the congregation and those who voted by 

proxy unanimously approved the Church Council’s 

recommendation for the sanctuary paint design.  Here 

is a picture of the painting design: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Light the Hill  
Saturday, November 5th 
 

Click Here to Order 
Orders due by 10/31 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lighthillhome.org/?page_id=357


 

 

October 2nd ~ World Communion Sunday 

This year, as in the past, we will have a number of lay people reading 

scripture in various languages on World Communion Sunday. Dawn will 

be at Silver Bay on retreat from Sept 29- Oct. 2. Rev. Valerie Meyer will 

be officiating at communion on World Communion Sunday.  

We hope you’ll join us! 
 

 
 
 

 

Sit, relax, recharge and create! 

The Prayer Shawl Group 

will meet at 2:00 Sept 30 & Oct 28 

at 140 Deseyn St Canandaigua 

Contact Sally Mueller  

for more information 585-396-9304 
 
 
 

 

Gleaner’s Community Kitchen has resumed serving free 
hot meals on Monday through Friday, to anybody who walks 
in the door. Although they have a small budget, they depend on 
help from the community for contributions. The immediate need 
is for canned goods (the same size that you would buy for 
yourself) and they would welcome spices of all kinds. All 
contributions can be left in the blue barrel in the Church library. 
Lin and Sue will deliver to Gleaner's every week. In the past, 

some of you have preferred to give gift cards. If you would prefer to do that, the new manager, 
(his name is JT) shops at Aldi's, Wegman's and Walmart. You have been so generous in the 
past, we are hoping that you will again see fit to help out. God bless you for your kindness. 
 
 

 
 

Adult Ed Starts Soon: Come join us for  
“Do What you have the POWER to Do” 

a biblical study of the stories of 6 unnamed New 
Testament women. We will meet on  

Thursdays from 10 - 11:30 in the social room from  
October 6 through November 17. 

 
 

 
 
 

Watch for your 3rd Quarter Statement! 
We will mail the 3rd Quarter Statements of Giving shortly. 
Please be sure to review this document carefully and let 

Karen know right away of any discrepancies or questions. 
And remember: per IRS regulations, donations received 

after 12/31/2022 can only be accounted for as 2023 
donations. Please keep this in mind as we approach the end of the year. 

 
 



 
 
 

Christian Education Committee 
 

Calendar: 
 

Oct 2:  Regular Sunday School and Youth Group 
Oct 9:  Regular Sunday School and Youth Group 
Oct 16:  Regular Sunday School and Youth Group 
Oct 23:  Regular Sunday School and Youth Group 
Oct 30:  Regular Sunday School and Youth Group 
 
 
 

Rally Day was a hit! 
 

September 11 was the first Sunday when we 
returned to our regular schedule of Sunday 
School and Youth Group.  Together we 

explored Making all things new!   

  
After the service, the children, youth, and families went to Baker 
Park for a BYO picnic, complete with Scoops ice cream!  Check out 
the bulletin board in the social room to see more fantastic photos 
of the day, taken by Fred Henry!  Many thanks to Fred for the 
wonderful photos!  Look for more on the bulletin board in the social room! 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Class 2023:  Our confirmation class for the 

2022-23 school year has begun!  The confirmands have met 

with Reverend Dawn, are in the process of selecting mentors, 

and are ready for a year of exploration and spiritual growth.  We 

will keep you informed of their progress throughout the year. 

  



 
Please join us for the final Ladies Luncheon of 
2022 on Thursday, October 27. We meet at Ray’s 
Restaurant at 12:30 for great conversation and good 
food. This will be the last luncheon until January 2023, 
when we’ll resume meeting after the holidays. Please 
RSVP for October by calling the office at 585-394-2184 or 
email office@canandaiguachurch.org by 10/26 at noon. 

 

 

What If?.... 
 

What if our sanctuary was being restored and we weren’t able to have our usual Formal Coffee to raise 

funds for What If to feed hungry children in Haiti?  
 

That is the case this year. We have postponed our formal coffee to be a celebration on the first Sunday 

we are able to hold worship back in the sanctuary, providing an opportunity to give to the What If 

Foundation as we celebrate the reopening of our sanctuary.  
 

Many of you have regularly supported the What If Foundation by 

donating to this worthy mission. You are invited to continue to 

do so even if our Formal Coffee has been postponed.  
 

The people of Haiti are still struggling, and the children are still 

hungry. You are invited to make a gift to the What If Foundation 

this fall by sending a check or by using the donate button on the 

website.  
 

You’ll have another chance to give when we hold our Formal Coffee, but please don’t wait. If you are 

able to give, the people of Haiti need your support now. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 

The new Called to Care, Canandaigua group that is working to 
bring a Ukrainian family to the community within the next few 
months is looking to raise $10,000 from the local community to 
support the initial resettlement of this family. Members of the 
Social Action committee will be available after worship on 
October 2, 9 and 16 to receive donations from individuals in 
this congregation who would like to help in this humanitarian 
effort. Please make your checks payable to the First 
Congregational Church with “Called to Care” in the memo line. 

Donations may also be sent by mail OR using the church’s PayPal link on the website. If using PayPal, 
please remember to add “Called to Care” in the memo line for proper accounting. (Our usual October 
focus for the What If Foundation in Haiti will be coming at a later date.)  
 
 

Confirmation: Our confirmation process is moving to a new 

format. We will be having three overnight retreats at the church with 

confirmands over the course of the year. (Tentatively scheduled for 

the end of October, mid-January and early April.) Each confirmand 

will choose a mentor and meet with that person regularly as they 

work their way through reading the Gospel of Luke and engaging in 

conversation about meaningful faith questions. If you know of any 

youth, Middle School or High School aged who might be interested 

please have them contact Debbie or Dawn to be included in the 

process. Confirmation will take place on Pentecost, May 28, 2023.   
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Spotlight: 
 

Steve Kane 

 
 
 

 

 

It was my pleasure to interview Steve Kane. As many of you know Steve is an 

accomplished organist and he has a gorgeous tenor voice. Steve grew up on Long Island 

in Floral Park. His mother was an organist and choir director at the Lutheran church they 

attended, so Steve comes by his love of music honestly. Steve’s first job as an organist 

was in high school at a small Episcopal church in his hometown. 
 

Steve attended the Eastman School of Music in Rochester as an organ major and fell in 

love with our beautiful Finger Lakes area. Upon graduation from Eastman, Steve 

attended the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor for graduate school. After returning to 

Rochester, Steve had several free-lance music jobs in the area including as accompanist 

of the Finger Lakes Chorale that was at that time under the direction of John Walker. He 

wishes that he would have had the opportunity to work with Dennis Maxfield; many of us 

have sung under Dennis’ direction. 
 

Steve actually at one point considered becoming a minister but ended up “re-schooling” 

to become a clinical social worker. Steve worked as a mental health therapist at the 

Genesee Hospital. He also sang in the choir at the Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

in Rochester. He is proud that while serving on the Session of that church, they called the 

first openly gay minister in the Presbyterian church. 
 

Around that time, Steve met his partner, John Allen, who taught K-5 in the Gates Chili 

school district. John had always wanted to live in Florida, so they pulled up stakes and 

moved to Miami Beach and purchased an Art Deco building that John ran as a guest 

house. Steve found a position at the University of Miami in a research project for HIV 

prevention among Haitian immigrants and people recovering from drug abuse and severe 

mental illness. After several years, they both missed the change of seasons, so they 

moved back to this area where they purchased a home built in the style of Frank Lloyd 

Wright in Geneva. Steve was a mental health therapist at the Seneca County Community 

Counseling Center for the next 11 years until his retirement. He continues to work there 

part-time, reviewing medical records for quality assurance. (Better him than me - ugh). 

He also retired as organist/choir director at Trinity Church in Geneva but continues to 

serve as a substitute organist in local churches, most recently as an interim organist at the 

United Church of Phelps. 
 

Steve sings in our choir and is serving on the Board of Trustees. He says that when they 

moved to Canandaigua, John became interested in our church because of Tom Herbeck’s 

sermons and the friendly people there. Both men were impressed that our church was 

open and affirming to all, had excellent music leadership, and had impressive social 

action programs.  

 

Steven and John divide their time between here and their house in Fort Lauderdale. 
 

We are so glad you and John joined our community of faith. 

 

Interview conducted by Kathy Postma 



 
 

Looking Ahead to Advent and Christmas this Year 
 

• After two long years of COVID cancellations, we will be holding 
our Annual Messiah Sing this year! Because the sanctuary is in 
the midst of restoration, the Messiah Sing will be held at St. 
John’s church at 3:00 on Sunday December 4th.  
 

• We are planning to hold a live Christmas Pageant in the chapel 
following worship on Sunday December 11.  
 

• This year Christmas falls on a Sunday. The Church Council voted 
to offer online worship on Christmas morning but not to have in 
person worship that day. We will be recording a service of 
Lessons and Carols with special music from the choir, the hand 
bell choir, children’s music, soloists, and congregational carols 
interspersed with Scripture readings that tell the Christmas Story. 
We will be recording this service on Thursday evening December 
15 at 6. Anyone interested in reading or just attending to 
participate is welcome to join us. The recording of this service will 
debut on December 25 at 10:30 on YouTube.  
 

• There will be a Camerata Concert in the Chapel on Saturday 
December 3.  
 

• Kim Tenreiro will perform his one man show “A Christmas Carol” 
on Sunday December 18 at 1:00. Proceeds from this show will be 
used to help with the costs of the restoration project.  
 

• Our Christmas Eve Service will be held at 5:00 on December 24. 
This worship service may take place in the sanctuary or in the 
chapel depending upon the completion date for the restoration 
process. Regardless, we will do our best to maintain continuity 
with the traditional Christmas Eve Service filled with angels, 
readings, music and candlelight. People will be welcomed to 
worship in person or live stream the Christmas Eve Service.  
  



Prayer List 
Ancy & Kira (Fred Henry’s friend); Keith Blaker; Marjorie Case; Cheryl (Jennifer Maxfield’s sister-in-law); 

Judy Clark (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ and Elaine Hilton’s friend); Cathy Coots; Bob DeSantis (Dorice & Don 

Raw, Sr.’s friend); Marilyn DeSmith; Kade Dolan (Bonnie & John Maguire’s son); Brian Fuscaldo (Mara 

Huberlie’s nephew); Max Grossman (George Herren’s friend); John Hawkes (Sue Hawkes nephew); Carin 

Herren; Mara Huberlie; Barb Iglewski; Peter Ingalls (Jean Ingall’s son);  John (Lin’s nephew); Sue Kotalik; 

Ron Krahl; Michelle List (JoAnn Reed’s friend); Frank McAlpin (Patrick McAlpin's father); Rich Morgan; 

Liz Nelson (Kathy Ward’s friend); Dennis Maxfield’s brother Paul; Bernard (Karen Maxfield’s uncle); Chris 

Pritchard (Rick, Cindy Mullen & George Herren’s friend); Don Raw, Sr.; Adam Robb (Barb & Milan 

Kutner’s nephew); Smith/Dworetsky Family (Okke & Kathy Postma’s friends); Pat Smith; Dr. Steven Smith 

& Family (Jessica & Dan Casellas’ friends); Robin Wisniewski (Alicia Francis’ mom); Josh Yeo (Barb Stahl’s 

friend); Jason and Linda Zeller (Kathy Ward’s children);  Jim Ziegler 
 

Happy October Birthdays! 
 

01  Carrie Ieda 19  Mary Lou Mees ~ Betsy Gillim 

03  Fred Moore ~   Bennett Piorkowski 20  Cindy Mullen 

08  Bud Day ~ Tate Leasure 21  Donna Mabie 

10  Elaina Harris-Maxwell 22  Barb Kutner ~ Carol Benner ~ Jay Garrett-Larsen 

11  Christine McCausland 24  Isabella Piorkowski 

13  Jack McAlpin 25  Barry McFadden 

14  Jack Bobsein ~ Nancy Ward 27  John Miller 

17  Sally Alling 28  Harry Moore 

18  Kirk Wilbur ~ Samantha Lupton 29  Donald Benner ~ Cindy Brown ~ Lily Magri 

 
 

October Church Calendar 
 

Sun Oct 2  

9:00 

10:30 

World Communion Sunday ~ Rev Valerie Meyer 

Choir 

Communion Service – 

Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 

Mon Oct 3 3:00 Public Image Committee 

Thu Oct 6 10:00 Adult Education 

Fri Oct 7 TBA School Reunification Drill 

Sat Oct 8 TBD Bridge Players in Social/Dining Room 

Sun Oct 9 9:00 

10:30 

Choir 

Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 

Mon Oct 10  Indigenous Peoples/Columbus Day/Office Closed 

Tue Oct 11 7:00 Trustees/Zoom 

Thu Oct 13 10:00 Adult Education 

Fri Oct 14 5:30 DAR in Social Room 

Sun Oct 16 9:00 

10:30 

Choir 

Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 

Mon Oct 17 4:00 Pastor Parish Committee 

Tue Oct 18 8:00 

10:00 

7:00 

Men’s Group 

Rug Hookers 

Council 

Thu Oct 20 10:00 

1:00 

4:00 

Adult Education 

Resource/Bulk Mail/Hayes Room 

All Are Welcome/Social Room 

Sun Oct 23 9:00 

10:30 

Choir 

Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 

Tue Oct 25 8:00 

10:00 

Men’s Group 

Rug Hookers 

Wed Oct 26 12:00 P.E.O. in Social Room 

Thu Oct 27 10:00 

12:30 

Adult Education 

Ladies Luncheon 

Sun Oct 30  

 

9:00 

10:30 

2:30 

All Saints Day 

Resource Month Begins ~ Now It’s Our Turn 

Choir 

Worship In-Person & Live Stream, Sunday School 

GVA at Henrietta 



Staff & Committees ~ 2022 
 
  

Pastor…..…..................…..Rev. Dawn Garrett-Larsen 

Office Manager….………………….... Karen Noonan 

Christian Education Director………........Debbie Lyon 

Organist……………………….……....Denise Morphy 

Music Director…….…………...……...…….Edie Rice 

Housekeeping…...……………...…….…Jamie Varney 

 

 

Board of Deacons 

*Bill Blaker  Peggy Hollister  

*Guy Burns  Barbara Iglewski 

Jim DeMay  Jean Landes 

Jim Hilton  Dave Sauter 

 

Special Deacons: 

George Herren, Jay Garrett-Larsen 

 

Board of Trustees  

Steve Brooks  *Mike Parsons 

Karen DeMay  Nancy Parsons 

Marty Daniels  Dan Rice 

Steve Kane  Laurie Stoutz 

John Maguire 

  

  

Christian Education Committee 

Jessica Casellas Karen Maxfield 

Mickey Ely  Laura McAlpin 

Fred Henry  Anne Piorkowski 

Delana Hey  Jennifer Schneider 

Kelly Leasure  *Ann Schwab 

Debbie Lyon  *Jon Schwab 

 

 

Congregational Life Committee  

Cathy Brooks  Bonnie Maguire 

Lin Case  Linda Orrell-Fair 

Sue Hawkes  Logan Piorkowski 

Judy Holcomb  Joan Ryan 

George Herren  Lynne Shoemaker 

*Jean Landes   

    

Pastor Parish Committee                                       

*Cathy Brooks Larry Rowles  

Jennifer Brownell Heidi Schwarz 

Lin Case  

 

Public Image Committee 

*Cathy Brooks George Herren 

Jessica Casellas Mara Huberlie 

Sue Hawkes 

 

Nominating Committee  

Carol Benner   Laurie Stoutz 

*Cathy Brooks *Debbie Wilbur        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator…………………...…… Cathy Brooks  

Vice Moderator…………………………Lin Case 

Clerk…………………………..….Debbie Wilbur 

Co-Treasurer…………...…..…….....Steve Brooks 

Co-Treasurer…………...…..…….....Tarry Shipley 

Assistant Treasurer……..….….......Marjorie Case 

Historian………………...….……..Carla DeMeco 

 

Resource Committee  

Curt Bailey  Elaine Hilton  

Steve Brooks   Jim Hilton 

Daisy Case  Mara Huberlie 

Carla DeMeco  Tarry Shipley 

Tom Harradine  *Laurie Stoutz 

Sue Hawkes   

   

Special Events Committee/Hospitality  

John Allen  Jean Ingalls 

Carol Benner  Barb Kutner 

Alice Berry  Betty Lyon 

*Sue Blaker  Cindy Mullen 

Lin Case  Rhonda Nyerges 

Marjorie Case  Judy Patchen 

Daisy Case  Anne Piorkowski 

Jerry Diver  Isabella Piorkowski 

Carol Ennis  Logan Piorkowski 

Gail Gilbert  Ann Schwab 

Stu Gillim  Janet Tenreiro 

Sue Hawkes  Kathy Ward 

Judy Holcomb  Jan Waxman 

 

 

Social Action Committee 

Lou Bliss  Debbie Lyon 

Martha Daniels *Rhonda Nyerges 

Barb Davis  Don Oakleaf 

Carla DeMeco  Marie Oakleaf 

*Betsy Gillim  Nancy Parsons 

Fred Henry  Carol Peters 

Joe Kardesh  Kathy Ward 

  

 

Worship Committee  

Bill Blaker  Mike Parsons 

Lou Bliss  Judy Patchen 

Jerry Diver  Edie Rice  

Betsy Dresser  Adeline Rudolph 

Nancy Gilbert  Tim Schneider 

Carl Jackson  Heidi Schwarz 

Kelly Meath  Marianne Timms 

Carol Milligan  Kathy Ward 

Denise Morphy      Debbie Wilbur   

   

 

Updated 09/23/2022 


